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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 


FOR  FISCAL  1978 
(July  1,  1977  —  June  30,  1978) 

Assessors*  Office,  City  Hall, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  1,  1978. 
Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
existing  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing  respect¬ 
fully  submits  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1978: 

Tax  Warrants 

State  warrants  were  received  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  calendar  year  1977  to  be  payable 
as  of  November  20,  1978,  as  follows: 


Examination  of  Retirement  System .  $54,901  20 

Metropolitan  Parks .  3,526,932  80 

Metropolitan  Sewerage .  5,335,190  71 

Boston  Metropolitan  District  Expenses .  5,380  32 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  —  Operating 

Deficit .  32,779,000  00 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Cohtrol .  28,333  53 

Shellfish  Purification  Plant .  — 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council .  90,273  90 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills .  29,943  1 5 

Group  Insurance  Commission .  678,954  06 

Suffolk  County  Mosquito  Control  Project .  73,071  00 


•Metropolitan  Water 


$42,601,980  67 
13,614,073  44 


Total . $56,216,054  11 

*Not  included  in  determining  tax  rate.  Estimated  income  of  Water  Division  of  City  of  Boston  was 
sufficient  to  meet  this  expenditure. 
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Taxable  Valuations 

The  valuation  of  the  city  as  of  the  first  day  of  January, 
1977,  determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing,  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1978,  when  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  fiscal 
year  1978  was  fixed,  was  as  follows: 

Value  of  land .  $421,629,700 

Value  of  buildings .  1,076,409,100 


Total  value  of  real  estate . $1 ,498,038,800 

Total  value  of  personal  estate .  246,961,200 


Total  valuation . $1,745,000,000 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Real  Estate .  143,000 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 
59,  G.  L.,  Personal  Estate .  22,000 


The  total  taxable  valuation  of  the  city  upon  which  taxes  were 
assessed  for  the  fiscal  year  1978  —  when  all  assessments 
weremade,  was . $1,745,165,000 


Exempt  Valuations, 
Fiscal  1978 

July  1,  1977  —  June  30,  1978 


Class  Amount 

United  States  of  A  merica .  $  1 08 ,96 1 , 1 00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts .  .  . .  325,940,100 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious  Organizations  .  64,981 ,700 

City  of  Boston .  1,085,882,600 


All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable,  benevolent  institutions, 
and  all  the  other  exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  .  890,333,500 


Total 


$2,476,099,000 
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The  Rate  of  Assessment  and  Taxes  Committed  to 

THE  Collector 

The  rate  of  taxation  was  determined  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Assessing  to  be  25.29  percent,  or  $252.90  per 
$1,000;  of  this  rate  $172.94  was  for  the  general  rate,  and 


$79.96  was  for  schools. 

Real  and  personal  property  taxes . $441,310,500  00 

Real  and  personal  property  taxes,  supplementary  ....  41,728  50 

Total  property  taxes . $441,352,228  50 


The  collector  was  also  notified  that  there  was  due  the 
City  of  Boston  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  12,  section  12,  of  Revised 
Laws,  amended  chapter  161,  Acts  of  1903,  the  sum  of 
$44,118.25  on  account  of  Chestnut  Hill  Reservation,  upon 
a  valuation  of  $224,292.07. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1978  there  was  assessed  to  the  Town  of 
Brookline  the  additional  sum  of  $5,029.74,  being  an 
inheritance  by  the  Town  of  Brookline  for  part  of  the 
estate,  located  in  the  City  of  Boston,  formerly  owned  by 
the  late  Isabel  M.  Anderson  (Pond  at  Avon). 
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VALUATION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  PERSONAL  ESTATE,  AND 
TOTAL  CITY  VALUATION  1961-1978F 


Year 

Real  Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Total 

Evaluation 

$ 

1961 . 

$1,337,591,900 

$130,740,800 

$1,468,332,700 

1962  . 

1,323,157,600 

133,153,800 

1,456,311,400 

1963  . 

1,309,853,500 

135,146,500 

1,455,000,000 

1964  . 

1,324,321,400 

135,678,600 

1,460,000,000 

1965  . 

1,352,183,900 

137,816,100 

1,490,000,000 

1966  . 

1,368,025,100 

139,470,400 

1,507,495,500 

1967  . 

1,388,042,700 

142,668,000 

1,530,710,700 

1968  . 

1,424,259,300 

148,048,700 

1,572,308,000 

1969  . 

1,446,731,800 

152,268,200 

1,599,000,000 

1970  . 

1,459,918,600 

157,081,400 

1,617,000,000 

1971 . 

1,502,310,000 

179,190,000 

1,681,000,000 

1972  . 

1,531,861,800 

183,838,200 

1,715,700,005 

1973  . 

1,534,706,700 

207,493,300 

1,742,200,000 

1974  (1st  6  mos.)  .  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

*1975F . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

1976F . 

1,549,461,400 

244,011,600 

1,793,473,000 

1977F . 

1,518,212,000 

246,788,000 

1,765,000,000 

1978F . 

1,498,038,800 

246,961,200 

1,745,000,000 

•Valuation  on  January  I,  1974  was  used  to  compute  the  tax  rate  for  Fiscal  197S,  period  beginning  July 
1,  1974  and  ending  June  30,  1973. 

Valuation  on  January  1,  of  each  year  will  be  used  to  compute  subsequent  Fiscal  year  tax  rates. 


GAIN  AND  LOSS,  REAL  AND  PERSONAL,  BY  WARDS 
(1976  Compared  with  1977) 


Assessing  Department  5 
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VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1976 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$50,587,400 

$28,615,100 

$79,202,500 

2 . 

28,855,700 

164,400 

.  29,020,100 

3 . 

373,408,200 

111,556,000 

484,964,200 

4 . 

101,958,900 

68,918,000 

170,876,900 

5 . 

187,904,100 

2,087,000 

189,991,100 

6 . 

121,228,500 

921,400 

122,149,900 

7 . 

30,493,700 

484,100 

30,977,800 

8 . 

25,403,200 

532,100 

25,935,300 

9 . 

11,291,400 

66,500 

11,357,900 

10 . 

19,315,100 

80,100 

19,395,200 

11 . 

22,028,500 

26,214,300 

48,242,800 

12 . 

18,610,200 

81,000 

18,691,200 

13 . 

29,002,400 

300,200 

29,302,600 

14 . 

33,543,900 

76,900 

33,620,800 

15 . 

21,138,100 

185,600 

21,323,700 

16 . 

50,183,600 

1,445,700 

51,629,300 

17 . 

33,742,300 

199,300 

33,941,600 

18 . 

89,761,100 

2,194,900 

91,956,000 

19 . 

34,837,700 

266,700 

35,104,400 

20 . 

84,084,300 

728,100 

84,812,400 

21 . 

85,638,800 

522,500 

86,161,300 

22 . 

65,194,900 

1,148,100 

66,343,000 

Totals . 

$1,518,212,000 

$246,788,000 

$1,765,000,000 

January  1,  1975,  Valuation  used  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1976. 
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VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1977 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$48,762,100 

$25,002,900 

$73,765,000 

2 . 

28,602,400 

161,500 

28,763,900 

3 . 

370,868,800 

113,265,400 

484,134,200 

4 . 

101,042,300 

68,971,900 

170,014,200 

5 . 

183,456,700 

2,022,700 

185,479,400 

6 . 

118,489,100 

896,600 

119,385,700 

7 . 

30,278,000 

473,300 

30,751,300 

8 . 

24,817,900 

516,300 

25,334,200 

9 . 

10,725,900 

57,800 

10,783,700 

10 . 

15,969,300 

70,800 

16,040,100 

11 . 

21,955,100 

25,697,100 

47,652,200 

12 . 

18,189,900 

72,100 

18,262,000 

13 . 

29,886,200 

297,900 

30,184,100 

14 . 

32,223,800 

74,800 

32,298,600 

15 . 

20,068,500 

173,300 

20,241,800 

16 . 

49,781,300 

307,800 

50,089,100 

17 . 

32,358,500 

174,600 

32,533,100 

18 . 

90,482,800 

2,156,500 

92,639,300 

19 . 

35,001,000 

241,600 

35,242*600 

20 . 

83,772,000 

692,100 

84,464,100 

21 . 

86,303,700 

467,800 

86,771,500 

22 . 

65,003,500 

1,242,900 

66,246,400 

Boats . 

3,923,500 

3,923,500 

Totals . 

$1,498,038,800 

$246,961,200 

$1,745,000,000 

January  1,  1976  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1977. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  GAIN  AND  LOSS 
Real  and  Personal  Estate 


Real  and  Personal,  1977F . $1,765,000,000 

Real  and  Personal,  1978F .  1,745,000,000 

Net  Loss .  $20,000,000 

Real  Estate,  1977F . $1,518,212,000 

Real  Estate,  1978F .  1,498,038,800 

Net  Loss .  $20,173,200 

Personal  Estate,  1978F .  $246,961,200 

Personal  Estate,  1977F .  246,788,000 

Net  Gain .  $173,200 

Loss,  Real  Estate .  $20,173,200 

Gain,  Personal  Estate . 173,200 

Net  Loss,  Real  and  Personal  Estate .  $20,000,000 


DIVISION  OF  TAX  RATE 


1977F  1978F 

GENERAL  TAX  RATE  . $171  03  $172  94 

SCHOOL  TAX  RATE .  81  87  79  96 


TOTAL  TAX  RATE 


$252  90 


$252  90 
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TAX  RATE  COMPUTATION 
Fiscal  1978 

Appropriations 

City  Budget . $269,954,978 

County  Budget .  29,194,420 

School  Budget .  172,600,000 

Debt  and  Interest  Requirements .  73,549,666 

Contributions  to  Pension  System  . .  54,522,617 

State  Assessments: 

MBTA  Deficit .  32,745,795 

Metropolitan  District .  3,186,134 

Miscellaneous .  1,500,696 

Deficit  Appropriations: 

Abatements  in  Excess  of  Overlay .  17,508,500 

Sewer  Use  Deficit .  — 

Appropriation  Deficit —  1976  .  15,000,000 

Tax  Title  Cost  .  700,000 

Court  Judgment  (School) .  2,300,(X)0 


$672,762,806 


Revenue 

Departmental  Revenues: 

Health  and  Hospitals .  $59,279,602 

City .  24,582,368 

County .  7,630,670 

School  Committee .  1 ,066,933 


Total  Departmental  Revenue .  $92,559,573 

Revenues  from  State .  132,352,434 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes .  12,1 20,982 

Transfers  from  Other  Funds: 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing .  21,400,000 

Countercyclical  Aid .  300,000 

Parking  Meter  Fees .  1,500,000 


Total  Estimated  Revenue . $260,232,989 


Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax  Levy . $441 ,3 10,500 

Less  Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements .  (28,780,683) 


Net  Tax  Levy . $412,529,817 


_  ,  $672,762,806 

^  I 

Tax  Rate .  $252  90 
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LAND,  BUILDING  VALUATIONS  AND  TAX  RATES 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
1955  —  1978F 


Year 

Total  Value 

Exempt 

Taxable  Real  Estate 

Total  Value 

Taxable 

Tax  Rate 

Value  Land 

Value  Buildings 

1978F . 

$1,120,932,742 

$252  90 

$421,629,700 

$1,076,409,100 

$1,498,038,800 

1977F . 

2,476,099,000 

252  90 

427,017,700 

1,091,194,300 

1,518,212,000 

1976F . 

2,373,294,500 

1%  70 

442,618,500 

1,106,842,900 

1,549,461,400 

1975F . 

2,272,135,700 

1%  70 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1974 . 

2,272,135,700 

*98  40 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1973 . 

2,165,178,200 

196  70 

454,375,600 

1,080,331,100 

1,534,706,700 

1972 . 

1,934,462,000 

196  70 

460,748,300 

1,071,113,500 

1,531,861,800 

1971 . 

1,836,728,000 

174  70 

455,190,200 

1,047,119,800 

1,502,310,000 

1970 . 

1,724,695,200 

156  80 

448,760,700 

1,011,157,900 

1,459,918,600 

1969 . 

1,561,877,000 

144  40 

445,084,500 

1,001,647,300 

1,446,731,800 

1960 . 

1,267,527,300 

129  20 

448,110,500 

976,148,800 

1,424,259,300 

1967 . 

1,198,430,300 

117  80 

443,907,300 

944,135,400 

1,388,042,700 

1966 . 

1,117,719,200 

101  00 

449,650,400 

918,374,700 

1,368,025,100 

1965 . 

1,054,195,000 

115  00 

452,534,300 

899,649,600 

1,352,183,900 

1964 . 

989,719,500 

99  80 

450,954,500 

873,366,900 

1,324,32<,400 

1963 . 

966,890,000 

96  00 

449,427,300 

860,426,300 

1,309,853,500 

1962 . 

917,016,000 

99  80 

465,772,100 

857,005,100 

1,322,777,200 

1961 . 

889,940,600 

100  90 

475,844,300 

861,409,700 

1,337,254,000 

1960 . 

876,462,800 

100  70 

479,889,000 

856,843,600 

1,336,732,600 

1959 . 

864,625,300 

101  20 

484,904,600 

850,037,000 

1,334,941,600 

1950 . 

838,978,600 

93  00 

492,781,400 

854,527,000 

1,347,308,400 

1957 . 

832,034,200 

86  00 

513,799,600 

849,657,500 

1,363,457,100 

1956 . 

808,328,500 

78  70 

528,735,600 

857,908,000 

1,386,643,600 

1955 . 

797,802,000 

69  80 

539,291,400 

870,056,500 

1,409,337,900 

♦Tax  Rate  for  Period  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 


Assessing  Department 


11 


VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  LAND  AND  BUILDINGS,  BY  WARDS, 
FISCAL  1978,  JULY  1,  1977— JUNE  30,  1978 


Ward 

Area 

Value  Land 

Value 

Buildings 

Total  Value 

1 . 

38,961,121 

$16,409,700 

$32,352,400 

$48,762,100 

2 . 

14,280,964 

9,781,700 

18,820,700 

28,602,400 

3 . 

13,899,093 

138,090,200 

232,778,600 

370,868,800 

4 . 

6,117,749 

23,730,000 

77,312,300 

101,042,300 

5 . 

11,457,347 

56,904,100 

126,552,600 

183,456,700 

6 . 

27,594,027 

27,735,900 

90,753,200 

118,489,100 

7 . 

17,887,098 

10,113,800 

20,164,200 

30,278,000 

8 . 

12,892,034 

8,151,000 

16,666,900 

24,817,900 

9 . 

3,887,579 

5,231,300 

5,494,600 

10,725,900 

10 . 

8,820,296 

4,004,100 

11,965,200 

15,969,300 

11 . 

16,933,838 

5,557,600 

16,397,500 

21,955,100 

12 . 

12,657,429 

5,531,900 

12,658,000 

18,189,900 

13 . 

16,687,129 

6,704,100 

23,182,100 

29,886,200 

14 . 

23,760,219 

8,164,100 

24,059,700 

32,223,800 

15 . 

14,510,181 

4,725,900 

15,342,600 

20,068,500 

16 . 

36,047,747 

9,895,400 

39,885,900 

49,781,300 

17 . 

27,142,343 

8,362,300 

23,996,200 

32,358,500 

18 . 

111,187,142 

16,483,200 

73,999,600 

90,482,800 

19 . 

33,099,515 

8,223,200 

26,777,800 

35,001,000 

20 . 

93,039,026 

15,352,200 

68,419,800 

83,772,000 

21 . 

19,129,574 

19,562,300 

66,741,400 

86,303,700 

22 . 

39,998,663 

12,915,700 

52,087,800 

65,003,500 

Totals . 

599,990,114 

$421,629,700 

$1,076,409,100 

$1,498,038,800 
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AVERAGE  VALUATIONS  USED,  FINANCIAL  YEARS 

1950  TO  1967 


Financial  Year 

1950  .  .  . 

1951  .  .  . 

1952  .  .  . 

1953  .  .  . 

1954  .  .  . 

1955  .  .  . 

1956  .  .  . 

1957  .  .  . 

1958  .  .  . 

1959  .  .  . 

1960  .  .  . 

1961  .  .  . 

1962  .  .  . 

1963  .  .  . 

1964  .  .  . 

1965  .  .  . 

1966  .  .  . 

1967  .  .  . 


Basis,  Three  Years 
$1,538,774,760  00 

1,578,935,227  00 

1,583,733,737  00 

1,580,293,053  00 

1,569,133,815  00 

1,589,835,787  00 

1,566,764,348  00 

1,538,650,276  00 

1,520,692,409  00 

1,504,639,094  00 

1,507,363,894  00 

1,529,703,369  00 

1,538,338,536  00 

1,560,357,995  00 

1,552,423,300  00 

1,553,591,900  00 

1,562,076,200  00 

1,583,386,200  00 


Note:  Chapter  23  of  the  Acts  of  1968  provides  that  the  equalized  valuation 

as  reported  by  the  State  Tax  Commission  to  the  General  Court  under 
the  provisions  of  section  IOC  of  chapter  58  will  be  used  in  place  of  the 
former  valuation  figures  which  had  been  used  to  determine  the  base 
for  borrowing. 


BOSTON’S  FINAL  EQUALIZED  VALUATION 


1968  . $1,900,000,000  00 

1970  .  2,000,000,000  00 

1972  .  2,100,000,000  00 

1974  .  2,600,000,000  00 

1976  .  3,600,000,000  00 

1978  .  3,831,000,000  00 


TAXES  ON  PROPERTY  —  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAX  RATE 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTY  ITEMS  ASSESSED  IN  1978F 


Ward 

Real 

Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Sewer 

Use 

Water 

Better¬ 

ments 

1 . 

6,286 

437 

978 

1,081 

54 

2 . 

2,605 

83 

494 

608 

0 

3 . 

3,224 

3,233 

800 

945 

13 

4 . 

1,846 

304 

713 

818 

6 

5 . 

4,600 

1,072 

1,085 

1,460 

0 

6 . 

4,142 

330 

942 

1,093 

25 

7 . 

3,709 

167 

824 

879 

4 

8 . 

1,923 

153 

646 

689 

3 

9 . 

1,190 

49 

610 

662 

2 

10 . 

1,973 

56 

556 

615 

12 

11 . 

3,074 

122 

993 

1,074 

27 

12 . 

2,262 

86 

1,127 

1,158 

0 

13 . 

2,939 

55 

947 

990 

13 

14 . 

4,712 

78 

2,651 

2,607 

30 

15 . 

3,047 

123 

1,008 

1,028 

55 

16 . 

5,183 

161 

1,033 

1,101 

100 

17 . 

4,913 

134 

1,597 

1,602 

123 

18 . 

13,241 

274 

2,146 

2,558 

846 

19 . 

4,894 

143 

900 

1,036 

131 

20 . 

12,202 

413 

1,295 

1,443 

486 

21 . 

2,546 

314 

784 

1,009 

39 

22 . 

5,153 

301 

811 

900 

119 

Boats . 

4,619 

Totals . 

95,664 

12,707 

22,940 

25,356 

2,088 

Assessing  Department 
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Special  Assessments 

Street,  Sewer,  and  Sidewalk  Assessments 

Under  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws  the  following 
amounts  were  added  to  the  tax  list  and  included  in 
warrants  sent  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes: 

Assessment  under  chapter  521,  Acts  of  1902,  for  “Laying  Out 
and  Construction  of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,” 
for  street  construction,  which  were  divided  into  not  more  than 
twenty  equal  parts,  with  interest,  said  interest  being  figured 
thirty  days  from  date  of  commitment .  $63,973  94 

Assessment  under  chapter  450,  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by 
chapter  371,  Acts  of  1912,  for  “Laying  Out  and  Construction 
of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,”  for  sewers  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment .  51,125  63 

Assessment  under  chapter  437,  Acts  of  1893,  as  amended  by 
chapter  269,  Acts  of  1916,  “In  Relation  to  Sidewalks,”  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment .  23,684  69 


Total . $138,784  26 

Assessment  under  chapter  248,  Acts  of  1935  (General  Laws, 
chapter.  40,  sections  42A  to  42D),  of  1976  Water  Liens,  added 
to  taxes . $4,147,867  30 

Assessment  under  chapter  311,  Acts  of  1961,  authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  “To  Establish  Annual  Sewer  Charge  for  the 
Use  of  Its  Sewers” — General  Laws,  chapter  80,  section  13, 
added  to  taxes .  980,016  81 


Total . $5,127,884  11 
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AGGREGATES  OF  EXEMPT  VALUATIONS 

Real  Estate  Exempted  from  Taxation  in  Boston  for  the  Years 
1976-1978F  by  Class  of  Exemption  Shown  in  Tabulation 


Class 

1976F 

1977F 

1978F 

United  States  of  America . 

$109,122,100 

$109,037,100 

$108,%!, 100 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

631,208,400 

321,975,800 

325,940,100 

City  of  Boston . 

1,073,270,400 

1,051,351,200 

1,085,882,600 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious 
Organizations . 

70,351,300 

65,100,200 

64,981,700 

All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable, 
benevolent  institutions,  and  all  other 
exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  . 

489,342,300 

825,830,200 

890,333,500 

Totals . 

$2,373,294,500 

$2,373,294,500 

$2,476,099,000 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

The  motor  vehicle  excise  was  originally  created  by  the 
passage  of  chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1928,  which  law 
became  effective  as  of  January  1,  1929.  This  act  provided 
that  an  excise  should  be  assessed  on  all  registered  motor 
vehicles,  in  lieu  of  the  local  tax  formerly  assessed  on  this 
class  of  property.  This  law  became  chapter  60A  of  the 
General  Laws. 

This  excise,  per  Acts  of  1960,  chapter  758,  is  levied  at  a 
fixed  state  rate  of  $66.00  per  thousand,  and  valuation  at 
which  these  vehicles  are  assessed  are  determined  by  the 
State  Tax  Commissioner  and  forwarded  to  all  assessors  of 
the  various  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  All  valuations  are  therefore  uniform. 


Assessing  Department 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  AND  TRAILER  EXCISE 
ASSESSED  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  IN  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  1978 


Commitment 

Date  of 
Commitment 

Number 

Value 

Excise 

1977  Levy: 

Fourth . 

Oct. 

21,  1977 

23,701 

$41,849,300 

$2,436,195  07 

Fifth . 

Nov. 

9, 1977 

9,462 

15,150,900 

681,227  84 

Sixth . ! . 

Dec. 

30, 1977 

19,312 

30,801,450 

1,001,120  04 

Seventh  . 

June 

9, 1978 

13,829 

19,374,850 

322,013  48 

Eighth . 

June 

26, 1978 

2,759 

6,976,300 

255,714  60 

Ninth . 

Nov. 

15,  1978 

2,109 

9,613,450 

257,424  99 

Total . 

71,172 

$123,766,250 

$4,953,696  02 

1978  Levy: 

First . 

Mar. 

20,  1978 

125,917 

$94,098,300 

$6,210,489  80 

Second  . 

Apr. 

7,  1978 

16,847 

18,130,000 

1,196,796  00 

Third . 

May 

3,  1978 

19,541 

19,326,950 

1,272,598  09 

Fourth . 

July 

17,  1978 

20,614 

36,409,850 

2,010,942  18 

Fifth . 

Nov. 

27,  1978 

36,322 

89,629,650 

4,085,539  13 

Total . 

219,241 

$257,594,750 

$14,776,365  20 

The  State  Department  of  Taxation  instituted  a  new  procedure  in  1963  for  the  billing  of 
motor  vehicle  excise  in  accordance  with  a  1962  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

At  a  charge  of  15  cents  per  item  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  supplied  a  bill,  demand  and 
Assessor?’  copy  and  a  commitment  sheet  and  Assessor’s  valuation  list. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX,  1956  TO  1978 


Year  ' 

Number  of 
Motor  Vehicles 
Assessed 

Amount  of  Tax 

Tax  Rate 

1956  . 

193,364 

$5,407,426  05 

$54  43 

1957  . 

193,263 

5,694,881  87 

57  10 

1958  . 

187,020 

5,679,550  60 

60  25 

1959  . 

188,393 

6,223,247  18 

64  13 

1960  . 

198,357 

7,156,025  76 

66  96 

1961 . 

202,515 

7,553,739  78 

66  00 

1962  . 

205,963 

8,104,557  39 

66  00 

1963  . 

207,627 

8,642,967  32 

66  00 

1964  . 

207,462 

8,865,440  05 

66  00 

1965  . 

207,804 

9,453,132  26 

66  00 

1966  . 

207,392 

10,169,753  97 

66  00 

1967  . 

204,984 

10,290,983  95 

66  00 

1968  . 

212,690 

11,041,472  19 

66  00 

1969  . 

209,938 

11,066,712  87 

66  00 

1970  . 

221,776 

12,391,716  31 

66  00 

1971 . 

252,775 

13,400,723  73 

66  00 

1972  . 

241,080 

13,704,685  41 

66  00 

1973  . 

272,554 

15,359,734  21 

66  00 

1974  . 

260,391 

15,731,766  80 

66  00 

1975  . 

261,865 

15,817,076  56 

66  00 

1976  . 

255,610 

15,662,247  26 

66  00 

1977  . 

252,330 

15,377,597  33 

66  00 

1978*  . 

219,241 

14,776,365  20 

66  00 

♦Incomplete 


TABLE  OF  REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENTS  GRANTED,  1967-1978F 


ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 
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LIST  OF  ASSESSORS  —  1978 

Barbara  G.  Cameron,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Assessing 
Matthew  F.  Hanley,  Jr.,  Associate  Commissioner 
Jack  Kardon,  Associate  Commissioner 
Bryan  J.  Reynolds,  Executive  Secretary 


Board  of  Review 

Harold  L.  Vaughan,  Chairman 
Edward  W.  Jay,  Jr.,  Member 
Helen  M.  Sullivan,  Member 


District  Directors 


Supervisors  of  Assistant  Assessors 


Frederick  McAnulty,  Sr. 
John  D.  Moore 
Robert  F.  Petrillo 
John  J.  Riley,  Jr. 

Allen  J.  Rourke 
David  F.  Whitley 


Conrad  DiGregorio 
Alexander  Gillis 
Thomas  M.  Heanue 
Henry  Penta 
Edward  Wexler 


William  C.  Barton 
Edward  J.  Carroll 
Steven  A.  Casale 
Richard  A.  Cohen 
Maureen  Cullen 
John  F.  Driscoll 


Assistant  Assessors 

Francis  X.  Goode 
John  J.  Herrity 
Barbara  Johnson 
Ernest  G.  Kelliher 
Frederick  McAnulty,  Jr. 
Allan  R.  Miller 
Dennis  C.  Ricupero 


Matilda  M.  Sunderland,  Director  of  Assessing  Services 
Dorothea  R.  Sgroi,  Head  Administrative  Clerk 
John  A.  Wall,  Senior  Appraisal  Engineer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  FISCAL  1979 
(July  1,  1978  —  June  30,  1979) 


Assessors’  Office,  City  Hall 
Boston,  Mass. 

July  1,  1979 


Hon.  Kevin  H.  White,  Mayor 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 


FOR  FISCAL  1979 
(July  1,  1978  —  June  30,  1979) 

ASSESSORS’  Office,  City  Hall, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  1,  1979 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
existing  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing  respect¬ 
fully  submits  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1979: 

Tax  Warrants 

State  warrants  were  received  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  calendar  year  1978  to  be  payable 
as  of  November  20,  1979,  as  follows: 


Examination  of  Retirement  System .  $52,465  28 

Metropolitan  Parks .  4,284,487  07 

Metropolitan  Sewerage .  6,832,518  58 

Boston  Metropolitan  District  Expenses .  5,380  32 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  —  Operating 

Deficit .  35,698,000  00 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control .  37,352  92 

Shellfish  Purification  Plant .  1,753  27 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council .  91,536  47 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills .  36,442  65 

Group  Insurance  Commission .  377,807  03 

Suffolk  County  Mosquito  Control  Project .  105,058  00 


*Metropolitan  Water 


$47,522,801  59 
12,798,714  00 


Total 


$60,321,515  59 


*Not  included  in  determining  tax  rate.  Estimated  income  of  Water  Division  of  City  of  Boston  was 
sufficient  to  meet  this  expenditure. 
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Taxable  Valuations 

The  valuation  of  the  city  as  of  the  first  day  of  January, 
1978,  determLf:;d  by  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1978,  when  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  fiscal 
year  1979  was  fixed,  was  as  follows: 

Value  of  land .  $416,261,100 

Value  of  buildings .  1,065,085,300 


Total  value  of  real  estate . $1,481,346,400 

Total  value  of  personal  estate .  243,653,600 


Total  valuation . $1,725,000,000 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Real  Estate .  979,800 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 
59,  G.  L.,  Personal  Estate .  95,400 


The  total  taxable  valuation  of  the  city  upon  which  taxes  were 
assessed  for  the  fiscal  year  1978  —  when  all  assessments 
were  made,  was . $1,726,075,200 


Exempt  Valuations, 
Fiscal  1979 

July  1,  1978  —  June  30,  1979 


Class  Amount 

United  States  of  America . $100,682,500 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts .  326,956,500 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious  Organizations  .  .  66,23 1 ,900 

City  of  Boston .  1 ,186,909,800 

All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable,  benevolent  institutions, 

and  all  the  other  exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  .  .  932,255,400 


Total . $2,613,036,100 


Assessing  Department 
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The  Rate  of  Assessment  and  Taxes  Committed  to 

THE  Collector 

The  rate  of  taxation  was  determined  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Assessing  to  be  25.29  percent,  or  $252.90  per 
$1,000;  of  this  rate  $179.26  was  for  the  general  rate,  and 
$73.64  was  for  schools. 


Real  and  personal  property  taxes . $436,252,500  00 

Real  and  personal  property  taxes,  supplementary  ....  271,918  08 

Total  property  taxes . $436,524,418  08 


The  collector  was  also  notified  that  there  was  due  the 
City  of  Boston  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  12,  section  12,  of  Revised 
Laws,  amended  chapter  161,  Acts  of  1903,  the  sum  of 
$44,118.25  on  account  of  Chestnut  Hill  Reservation,  upon 
a  valuation  of  $224,292.07. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1979  there  was  assessed  to  the  Town  of 
Brookline  the  additional  sum  of  $5,209.74,  being  an 
inheritance  by  the  Town  of  Brookline  for  part  of  the 
estate,  located  in  the  City  of  Boston,  formerly  owned  by 
the  late  Isabel  M.  Anderson  (Pond  at  Avon). 
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VALUATION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  PERSONAL  ESTATE,  AND 
TOTAL  CITY  VALUATION  1962-1979F 


Year 

Real  Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Total 

Evaluation 

1962  . 

$1,323,157,600 

$133,153,800 

$1,456,311,400 

1963  . 

1,309,853,500 

135,146,500 

1,455,000,000 

1964  . 

1,324,321,400 

135,678,600 

1,460,000,000 

1965  . 

1,352,183,900 

137,816,100 

1,490,000,000 

1966  . 

1,368,025,100 

139,470,400 

1,507,495,500 

1967  . 

1,388,042,700 

142,668,000 

1,530,710,700 

1968  . 

1,424,259,300 

148,048,700 

1,572,308,000 

1969  . 

1,446,731,800 

152,268,200 

1,599,000,000 

1970  . 

1,459,918,600 

157,081,400 

1,617,000,000 

1971 . 

1,502,310,000 

179,190,000 

1,681,000,000 

1972  . 

1,531,861,800 

183,838,200 

1,715,700,005 

1973  . 

1,534,706,700 

207,493,300 

1,742,200,000 

1974  (1st  6  mos.)  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

*1975F  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

1976F . 

1,549,461,400 

244,011,600 

1,793,473,000 

1977F . 

1,518,212,000 

246,788,000 

1,765,000,000 

1978F . 

1,498,038,800 

246,961,200 

1,745,000,000 

1979F  . 

1,481,346,400 

243,653,600 

1,725,000,000 

‘Valuation  on  January  1,  1974  was  used  to  compute  the  tax  rate  for  Fiscal  1975,  period  beginning  July 
1,  1974  and  ending  June  30,  1975. 

Valuation  on  January  1,  of  each  year  will  be  used  to  compute  subsequent  Fiscal  year  tax  rates. 


GAIN  AND  LOSS,  REAL  AND  PERSONAL,  BY  WARDS 
(1977  Compared  with  1978) 


Assessing  Department 
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VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1977 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$48,762,100 

$25,002,900 

$73,765,000 

2 . 

28,602,400 

161,500 

28,763,900 

3 . 

370,868,800 

113,265,400 

484,134,200 

4 . 

101,042,300 

68,971,900 

170,014,200 

5 . 

183,456,700 

2,022,700 

185,479,400 

6 . ; . 

118,489,100 

896,600 

119,385,700 

7 . 

30,278,000 

473,300 

30,751,300 

8 . 

24,817,900 

516,300 

25,334,200 

9 . 

10,725,900 

57,800 

10,783,700 

10 . 

15,969,300 

70,800 

16,040,100 

11 . 

21,955,100 

25,697,100 

47,652,200 

12 . 

18,189,900 

72,100 

18,262,000 

13 . 

29,886,200 

297,900 

30,184,100 

14 . 

32,223,800 

74,800 

32,298,600 

15 . 

20,068,500 

173,300 

20,241,800 

16 . 

49,781,300 

307,800 

^  50,089,100 

17 . 

32,358,500 

174,600 

32,533,100 

18 . 

90,482,800 

2,156,500 

92,639,300 

19 . . 

35,001,000 

241,600 

35,242,600 

20 . 

83,772,000 

692,100 

84,464,100 

21 . 

86,303,700 

467,800 

86,771,500 

22 . 

65,003,500 

1,242,900 

66,246,400 

Boats . 

3,923,500 

3,923,500 

Totals . 

$1,498,038,800 

$246,961,200 

$1,745,000,000 

January  1,  1976,  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1977. 
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VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1978 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$48,351,400 

$24,860,200 

$73,211,600 

2 . 

28,238,100 

147,000 

28,385,100 

3 . 

363,414,400 

138,334,800 

501,749,200 

4 . 

102,058,900 

69,103,200 

171,162,100 

5 . 

182,058,700 

1,899,800 

183,958,500 

6 . 

118,283,500 

1,044,500 

119,328,000 

7 . 

30,056,300 

468,800 

30,525,100 

8 . 

24,387,000 

445,900 

24,832,900 

9 . 

10,217,700 

56,200 

10,273,900 

10 . 

15,318,600 

67,000 

15,385,600 

11 . 

20,853,500 

225,500 

21,079,000 

12 . 

17,940,700 

71,500 

18,012,200 

13 . 

29,182,300 

296,500 

29,475,800 

14 . 

30,845,800 

63,900 

30,909,700 

15 . 

19,752,200 

168,300 

19,920,500 

16 . 

49,651,800 

311,800 

49,963,600 

17 . 

32,064,200 

152,000 

32,216,200 

18 . 

89,630,900 

2,145,200 

91,776,100 

19 . 

35,522,300 

237,600 

35,759,900 

20 . 

83,350,500 

663,000 

84,013,500 

21 . 

84,805,300 

433,000 

85,238,300 

22 . 

65,362,300 

1,255,800 

66,618,100 

Boats . 

1,202,100 

1,202,100 

Totals . 

$1,481,346,400 

$243,653,600 

L 

$1,725,000,000 

January  1,  1977  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1978. 
January  1,  1978,  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1979. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  GAIN  AND  LOSS 
Real  and  Personal  Estate 

Real  and  Personal,  1978F . $1,745,000,000 

Real  and  Personal,  1979F .  1,725,000,000 

Net  Loss .  $20,000,000 

Real  Estate,  1978F . $1,498,038,000 

Real  Estate,  1979F .  1,481,346,400 

Net  Loss .  $16,692,400 

Personal  Estate,  1979F .  $243,653,600 

Personal  Estate,  1978F .  246,961,200 

Net  Loss .  $3,307,600 

Loss,  Real  Estate .  $16,692,400 

Loss,  Personal  Estate .  3,307,600 

Net  Loss,  Real  and  Personal  Estate .  $20,000,000 

DIVISION  OF  TAX  RATE 

1978F  1979F 

GENERAL  TAX  RATE . $172  94  $179  26 

SCHOOL  TAX  RATE .  79  96  73  64 

TOTAL  TAX  RATE . $252  90  $252  90 
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TAX  RATE  COMPUTATION 
Fiscal  1979 

Appropriations 

City  Budget . $295,532,297 

County  Budget .  34,420,002 

School  Budget .  187,600,000 

Debt  and  Interest  Requirements .  74,181,453 

Contributions  to  Pension  System .  60,665,839 

State  Assessments: 

MBTA  Deficit .  35,527,988 

Metropolitan  District .  4,584,539 

Miscellaneous .  1,942,632 

Deficit  Appropriations: 

Abatements  in  Excess  of  Overlay .  24,293,488 

Sewer  Use  Deficit .  — 

Appropriation  Deficit .  13,000,000 

Tax  Title  Cost  .  725,000 

Court  Judgment  (School) .  — 


$731,873,238 


Revenue 

Departmental  Revenues: 

Health  and  Hospitals .  $56,301,300 

City .  21,416,892 

County .  9,217,878 

School  Committee .  525,759 


Total  Departmental  Revenue .  $87,461,829 

Revenues  from  State .  195,580,313 

Mass.  Port  Authority .  3,500,000 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes .  10,925,289 

Transfers  from  Other  Funds: 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing .  21,300,000 

Countercyclical  Aid .  — 

Parking  Meter  Fees .  1,500,000 


Total  Estimated  Revenue . $320,267,631 


Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax  Levy . $436,252,500 

Less  Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements .  (24,646,893) 


Net  Tax  Levy . $411,605,607 


$731,873,238 

Tax  Rate .  252  90 
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LAND,  BUILDING  VALUATIONS  AND  TAX  RATES 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
1959  —  1979F 


Year 

Total  Value 

Exempt 

Taxable  Real  Estate 

Total  Value 

Taxable 

Tax  Rate 

Value  Land 

Value  Buildings 

1979F  . 

$2,613,036,100 

$252  90 

$416,261,100 

$1,065,085,300 

$1,481,346,400 

1978F  . 

1,209,932,742 

252  90 

421,629,700 

1,076,409,100 

1,498,038,800 

1977F  . 

2,476,099,000 

252  90 

427,017,700 

1,091,194,300 

1,518,212,000 

1976F  . 

2,373,294,500 

196  70 

442,618,500 

1,106,842,900 

1,549,461,400 

1975F  . 

2,272,135,700 

196  70 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1974 . 

2,272,135,700 

•98  40 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1973 . 

2,165,178,200 

196  70 

454,375,600 

1,080,331,100 

1,534,706,700 

1972 . 

1,934,462,000 

196  70 

460,748,300 

1,071,113,500 

1,531,861,800 

1971 . 

1,836,728,000 

174  70 

455,190,200 

1,047,119,800 

1,502,310,000 

1970 . 

1,724,695,200 

156  80 

448,760,700 

1,011,157,900 

1,459,918,600 

1969 . 

1,561,877,000 

144  40 

445,084,500 

1,001,647,300 

1,446,731,800 

1968 . 

1,267,527,300 

129  20 

448,110,500 

976,148,800 

1,424,259,300 

1967 . 

1,198,430,300 

117  80 

443,907,300 

944,135,400 

1,388,042,700 

1966 . 

1,117,719,200 

101  00 

449,650,400 

918,374,700 

1,368,025,100 

1%5 . 

1,054,195,000 

115  00 

452,534,300 

899,649,600 

1,352,183,900 

1964 . 

989,719,500 

99  80 

450,954,500 

873,366,900 

1,324,321,400 

1963 . 

966,890,000 

96  00 

449,427,300 

860,426,300 

1,309,853,500 

1962 . 

917,016,000 

99  80 

465,772,100 

857,005,100 

1,322,777,200 

1961 . 

889,940,600 

100  90 

475,844,300 

861,409,700 

1,337,254,000 

1960 . 

876,462,800 

100  70 

479,889,000 

856,843,600 

1,336,732,600 

1959 . 

864,625,300 

101  20 

484,904,600 

850,037,000 

1,334,941,600 

*Tax  Rale  for  Period  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 
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VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  LAND  AND  BUILDINGS,  BY  WARDS, 
FISCAL  1979,  JULY  1,  1978-JUNE  30,  1979 


Ward 

Area 

Value  Land 

Value 

Buildings 

Total  Value 

1 . 

38,294,925 

$16,106,800 

$32,244,600 

$48,351,400 

2 . 

14,088,480 

9,676,000 

18,562,100 

28,238,100 

3 . 

13,800,017 

135,448,500 

227,965,900 

363,414,400 

4 . 

6,063,127 

23,478,700 

78,580,200 

102,058,900 

5 . 

11,421,622 

56,187,100 

125,871,600 

182,058,700 

6 . 

27,625,564 

27,610,100 

90,673,400 

118,283,500 

7 . 

17,864,459 

10,079,100 

19,977,200 

30,056,300 

8 . 

12,914,205 

8,077,700 

16,309,300 

24,387,000 

9 . 

3,855,512 

5,215,300 

5,002,400 

10,217,700 

10 . 

8,773,662 

3,979,500 

11,339,100 

15,318,600 

11 . 

16,541,259 

5,410,800 

15,442,700 

20,853,500 

12 . 

12,632,219 

5,496,100 

12,444,600 

17,940,700 

13 . 

16,588,632 

6,658,«00 

22,523,700 

29,182,300 

14 . 

23,568,696 

8,024,100 

22,821,700 

30,845,800 

15 . 

14,450,111 

4,702,700 

15,049,500 

19,752,200 

16 . 

36,063,588 

9,917,200 

39,734,600 

49,651,800 

17 . 

27,043,453 

8,318,500 

23,745,700 

32,064,200 

18 . 

110,281,606 

16,032,700 

73,598,200 

89,630,900 

19 . 

33,562,997 

8,421,500 

27,100,800 

35,522,300 

20 . 

92,770,296 

15,232,600 

68,117,900 

83,350,500 

21 . 

19,014,169 

19,234,300 

65,571,000 

84,805,300 

22 . 

40,025,004 

12,953,200 

52,409,100 

65,362,300 

Totals . 

$597,243,603 

$416,261,100 

$1,065,085,300 

$1,481,346,400 
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AVERAGE  VALUATIONS  USED,  FINANCIAL  YEARS 

1950  TO  1967 

Financial  Year  Basis,  Three  Years 

1950  . $1,538,774,760  00 

1951  .  1,578,935,227  00 

1952  .  1,583,733,737  00 

1953  .  1,580,293,053  00 

1954  .  1,569,133,815  00 

1955  .  1,589,835,787  00 

1956  . 1,566,764,348  00 

1957  .  1,538,650,276  00 

1958  .  1,520,692,409  00 

1959  .  1,504,639,094  00 

1960  .  1,507,363,894  00 

1961  .  1,529,703,369  00 

1962  .  1,538,338,536  00 

1963  .  1,560,357,995  00 

1964  .  1,552,423,300  00 

1965  . 1,553,591,900  00 

1966  .  1,562,076,200  00 

1967  .  .  .  1,583,386,200  00 

Note:  Chapter  23  of  the  Acts  of  1968  provides  that  the  equalized  valuation 

as  reported  by  the  State  Tax  Commission  to  the  General  Court  under 
the  provisions  of  section  IOC  of  chapter  58  will  be  used  in  place  of  the 
former  valuation  figures  which  had  been  used  to  determine  the  base 
for  borrowing. 

BOSTON’S  FINAL  EQUALIZED  VALUATION 

1968  .  $1,900,000,000  00 

1970  .  2,000,000,000  00 

1972  .  2,100,000,000  00 

1974  .  2,600,000,000  00 

1976  .  3,600,000,000  00 

1978  .  3,831,000,000  00 


TAXES  ON  PROPERTY  —  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAX  RATE 


Assessing  Department 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTY  ITEMS  ASSESSED  IN  1979F 


Ward 

Real 

Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Sewer 

Use 

Water 

Better¬ 

ments 

1 . 

6,304 

431 

1,005 

1,043 

50 

2 . 

2,606 

81 

504 

584 

0 

3 . 

3,258 

3,125 

694 

625 

9 

4 . 

1,845 

369 

687 

703 

5 

5 . 

4,683 

1,021 

1,053 

1,128 

0 

6 . 

4,150 

329 

1,018 

1,030 

1 

7 . 

3,700 

164 

845 

888 

1 

8 . 

1,922 

144 

585 

571 

3 

9 . 

1,201 

60 

520 

529 

0 

10 . 

1,968 

51 

602 

644 

6 

11 . 

3,067 

109 

940 

998 

22 

12 . 

2,260 

87 

1,062 

1,076 

0 

13 . 

2,905 

55 

946 

933 

2 

14 . 

4,648 

61 

2,394 

2,468 

> 

18 

15 . 

3,037 

123 

1,078 

1,131 

52 

16 . 

5,172 

164 

1,060 

1,156 

55 

17 . 

4,909 

125 

1,673 

1,767 

70 

18 . 

13,251 

268 

2,369 

2,713 

495 

19 . 

4,908 

142 

934 

1,015 

37 

20 . 

12,194 

412 

1,330 

1,444 

333 

21 . 

2,635 

310 

751 

807 

21 

22 . 

5,156 

303 

874 

960 

70 

23 . 

1,465 

Totals . 

95,779 

9,399 

22,924 

24,213 

1,250 

Assessing  Department 
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Special  Assessments 

Street,  Sewer,  and  Sidewalk  Assessments 

Under  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws  the  following 
amounts  were  added  to  the  tax  list  and  included  in 
warrants  sent  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes: 

Assessment  under  chapter  521,  Acts  of  1902,  for  “Laying  Out 
and  Construction  of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,” 
for  street  construction,  which  were  divided  into  not  more  than 
twenty  equal  parts,  with  interest,  said  interest  being  figured 
thirty  days  from  date  of  commitment . 

Assessment  under  chapter  450,  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by 
chapter  371,  Acts  of  1912,  for  “Laying  Out  and  Construction 
of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,”  for  sewers  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 

Assessment  under  chapter  437,  Acts  of  1893,  as  amended  by 
chapter  269,  Acts  of  1916,  “In  Relation  to  Sidewalks,”  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 


Total . 

Assessment  under  chapter  248,  Acts  of  1935  (General  Laws, 
chapter  40,  sections  42A  to  42D),  of  1974  Water  Liens,  added 
to  taxes . 

Assessment  under  chapter  311,  Acts  of  1961,  authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  “To  Establish  Annual  Sewer  Charge  for  the 
Use  of  Its  Sewers” — General  Laws,  chapter  80,  section  13, 
added  to  taxes . 


Total 


$48,249  98 

48,148  68 

16,884  14 
$113,282  80 

$4,340,552  29 

849,678  16 
$5,190,230  45 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  EXEMPT  PROPERTY  —  1979F 
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AGGREGATES  OF  EXEMPT  VALUATIONS 

Real  Estate  Exempted  from  Taxation  in  Boston  for  the  Years 
1977-1979F  by  Class  of  Exemption  Shown  in  Tabulation 


Class 

1977F 

1978F 

1979F 

United  States  of  America . 

$109,037,100 

$108,%!, 100 

$100,682,500 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

321,975,800 

325,940,100 

326,956,500 

City  of  Boston . 

1,051,351,200 

1,085,882,600 

66,231,900 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious 
Organizations . 

65,100,200 

64,981,700 

1,186,909,800 

All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable, 
benevolent  institutions,  and  all  other 
exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  . 

825,830,200 

890,333,500 

932,255,400 

Totals . 

$2,373,294,500 

$2,476,099,000 

$2,613,036,100 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

The  Motor  vehicle  excise  was  originally  created  by  the 
passage  of  chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1928,  which  law 
became  effective  as  of  January  1,  1929.  This  act  provided 
that  an  excise  should  be  assessed  on  all  registered  motor 
vehicles,  in  lieu  of  the  local  tax  formerly  assessed  on  this 
class  of  property.  This  law  became  chapter  60A  of  the 
General  Laws. 

This  excise,  per  Acts  of  1960,  chapter  758,  is  levied  at  a 
fixed  state  rate  of  $66.00  per  thousand,  and  valuations  at 
which  these  vehicles  are  assessed  are  determined  by  the 
State  Tax  Commissioner  and  forwarded  to  all  assessors  of 
the  various  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  All  valuations  are  therefore  uniform. 


Assessing  Department 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  AND  TRAILER  EXCISE 
ASSESSED  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  IN  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  1979 


Commitment 

Date  of 
Commitment 

Number 

Value 

Excise 

1977  Levy: 

Tenth  . 

. .  Jan. 

8,  1979 

182 

$  505,700 

$11,857  24 

Total . . . . . 

182 

$  505,700 

$11,857  24 

1978  Levy: 

Sixth . 

. .  Jan. 

22,  1979 

9,872 

$16,380,650 

$401,950  83 

Seventh  . 

. .  May 

15,  1979 

14,471 

25,381,600 

322,043  22 

Eighth . 

. .  May 

29, 1979 

334 

1,456,700 

17,704  03 

Ninth . 

. .  June 

29, 1979 

79 

243,750 

3,714  84 

Total . 

24,756 

$43,462,700 

$745,412  92 

1979  Levy: 

First . 

. .  Mar. 

21, 1979 

136,339 

$115,427,600 

$7,618,223  60 

Second  . 

. .  May 

11,  1979 

12,804 

19,840,450 

1,309,659  70 

Third . 

. .  May 

14,  1979 

23,083 

44,944,850 

2,965,603  11 

Fourth . 

. .  June 

1,  1979 

8,933 

18,210,400 

1,159,945  17 

Fifth . 

. .  June 

27,  1979 

6,550 

13,757,850 

773,351  87 

Sixth . 

. .  July 

25,  1979 

10,334 

18,971,450 

949,361  49 

Seventh  . 

. .  Aug. 

31, 1979 

8,115 

15,536,000 

693,592  17 

Eight . 

. .  Sept. 

28, 1979 

8,764 

20,353,850 

812,065  95 

Ninth . 

. .  Oct. 

26, 1979 

5,874 

11,577,400 

399,536  58 

Total . 

220,796 

$278,619,850 

$16,681,339  64 

The  State  Department  of  Taxation  instituted  a  new  procedure  in  1963  for  the  billing  of 
motor  vehicle  excise  in  accordance  with  a  1962  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

At  a  charge  of  15  cents  per  item  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  supplied  a  bill,  demand  and 
Assessors’  copy  and  a  commitment  sheet  and  Assessor’s  valuation  list. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX,  1957  TO  1979 


Year 

Number  of 
Motor  Vehicles 
Assessed 

Amount  of  Tax 

Tax  Rate 

1957  . 

193,263 

$5,694,881  87 

$57  10 

1958  . 

187,020 

5,679,550  60 

60  25 

1959  . 

188,393 

6,223,247  18 

64  13 

1960  . 

198,357 

7,156,025  76 

66  96 

1961 . 

202,515 

7,553,739  78 

66  00 

1962  . 

205,963 

8,104,557  39 

66  00 

1963  . 

207,627 

8,642,967  32 

66  00 

1964  . 

207,462 

8,865,440  05 

66  00 

15  65 . 

207,804 

9,453,132  26 

66  00 

19  >6 . 

i 

207,392 

10,169,753  97 

66  00 

19 'i7 . 

204,984 

10,290,983  95 

66  00 

1968  . 

212,690 

11,041,472  19 

66  00 

1969  . 

209,938 

11,066,712  87 

66  00 

1970  . 

221,776 

12,391,716  31 

66  00 

1971 . 

252,775 

13,400,723  73 

66  00 

1972  . 

241,080 

13,704,685  41 

66  00 

1973  . 

272,554 

15,359,734  21 

66  00 

1974  . 

260,391 

15,731,766  80 

66  00 

1975  . 

261,865 

15,817,076  56 

66  00 

1976  . 

255,610 

15,662,247  26 

66  00 

1977  . 

252,512 

15,389,454  57 

66  00 

1978*  . 

243,997 

15,521,778  12 

66  00 

1979*  . 

220,796 

16,681,339  64 

66  00 

♦Incomplete 


TABLE  OF  REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENTS  GRANTED,  1968-1979F 
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LIST  OF  ASSESSORS  —  1979 

Barbara  G.  Cameron,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Assessing 
Matthew  F.  Hanley,  Jr.,  Associate  Commissioner 
Jack  Kardon,  Associate  Commissioner 
Bryan  J.  Reynolds,  Executive  Secretary 


Board  of  Review 

Harold  L.  Vaughan,  Chairman 
Edward  W.  Jay,  Jr.,  Member 
Helen  M.  Sullivan,  Member 


District  Directors 

Frederick  McAnulty,  Sr. 
John  D.  Moore 
Robert  F.  Petri llo 
John  J.  Riley,  Jr. 

Allen  J,  Rourke 
David  F.  Whitley 


Supervisors  of  Assistant  /l55e55or5 

Conrad  DiGregorio 
Alexander  Gillis 
Thomas  Heanue 
Henry  Penta 
Edward  Wexler 


William  C.  Barton 
Edward  J.  Carroi.l 
Steven  A.  Casale 
Richard  A.  Cohen 
K.  Susan  Crowley 
Maureen  Cullen 
John  F.  Driscoll 


Assistant  Assessors 

Francis  X.  Goode 
John  J.  Herrity 
Barbara  Johnson 
Ernest  G.  Kelliher 
Frederick  McAnulty,  Jr. 
Al  lan  R.  Miller 
Dennis  C.  Ricupero 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  FISCAL  1980 
(July  1,  1979  —  June  30,  1980) 


Assessors’  Office,  City  Hall, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  1,  1980 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
existing  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing  respect¬ 
fully  submits  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1980: 

Tax  Warrants 

State  warrants  were  received  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  calendar  year  1979  to  be  payable 
as  of  November  20,  1980,  as  follows: 


Examination  of  Retirement  System .  $62,119  35 

Metropolitan  Parks .  4,455,781  44 

Metropolitan  Sewerage .  7,579,573  81 

Boston  Metropolitan  District  Expenses .  5,354  77 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  —  Operating 

Deficit .  31,088,331  43 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control .  56,348  62 

Shellfish  Purification  Plant .  11,941  72 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council .  94,692  90 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills .  32,001  15 

Group  Insurance  Commission .  495,482  09 

Suffolk  County  Mosquito  Control  Project .  105,058  00 


♦Metropolitan  Water 


$43,986,685  28 
12,531,251  5z 


Total . $56,517,936  80 


*Not  included  in  determining  tax  rate.  Estimated  income  of  Water  Division  of  City  of  Boston  was 
sufficient  to  meet  this  expenditure. 
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Taxable  Valuations 

The  valuation  of  the  city  as  of  the  first  day  of  January, 
1979,  determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing,  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1979,  when  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  fiscal  year 
1980  was  fixed,  was  as  follows: 

Value  of  land .  $414,818,200 

Value  of  buildings .  1,079,498,300 

Total  value  of  real  estate . $  1 ,494,3 1 6,500 

Total  value  of  personal  estate .  243,683,500 


Total  valuation . $1,738,000,000 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Real  Estate .  987,400 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 
59,  G.  L.,  Personal  Estate .  95,400 


The  total  taxable  valuation  of  the  city  upon  which  taxes  were 
assessed  for  the  fiscal  year  1980  —  when  all  assessments 
were  made,  was . $1,739,082,800 


Exempt  Valuations, 

Fiscal  1980 

July  1,  1979  —  June  30,  1980 

Class  Amount 

United  States  of  America .  $102,042,800 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts .  662, 120,200 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious  Organizations  .  .  66,274,200 

City  of  Boston . 1,209,252,300 

All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable,  benevolent  institutions, 

and  all  the  other  exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  .  582,517,200 


Total . $2,622,206,700 
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The  Rate  of  Assessment  and  Taxes  Committed  to 

THE  Collector 

The  rate  of  taxation  was  determined  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Assessing  to  be  25.29  percent,  or  $252.90  per 
$1,000;  of  this  rate  $178.52  was  for  the  general  rate,  and 
$74.38  was  for  schools. 


Real  and  personal  property  taxes . $439,540,200  00 

Real  and  personal  property  taxes,  supplementary  .  .  .  .  78,120  81 

Total  property  taxes . $439,618,320  81 


The  collector  was  also  notified  that  there  was  due  the 
City  of  Boston  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  12,  section  12,  of  Revised 
Laws,  amended  chapter  161,  Acts  of  1903,  the  sum  of 
$56,723.46  on  account  of  Chestnut  Hill  Reservation,  upon 
a  valuation  of  $224,292.07. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1979  there  was  assessed  to  the  Town  of 
Brookline  the  additional  sum  of  $5,209.74,  being  an 
inheritance  by  the  Town  of  Brookline  for  part  of  the 
estate,  located  in  the  City  of  Boston,  formerly  owned  by 
the  late  Isabel  M.  Anderson  (Pond  at  Avon). 
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VALUATION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  PERSONAL  ESTATE,  AND 
TOTAL  CITY  VALUATION  1963-1980F 


Year 

Real  Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Total 

Evaluation 

1963  . 

$1,309,853,500 

$135,146,500 

$1,455,000,000 

1964  . 

1,324,321,400 

135,678,600 

1,460,000,000 

1965  . 

1,352,183,900 

137,816,100 

1,490,000,000 

1966  . 

1,368,025,100 

139,470,400 

1,507,495,500 

1967  . 

1,388,042,700 

142,668,000 

1,530,710,700 

1968  . 

1,424,259,300 

148,048,700 

1,572,308,000 

1969  . 

1,446,731,800 

152,268,200 

1,599,000,000 

1970  . 

1,459,918,600 

157,081,400 

1,617,000,000 

1971 . 

1,502,310,000 

179,190,000 

1,681,000,000 

1972  . 

1,531,861,800 

183,838,200 

1,715,700,005 

1973  . 

1,534,706,700 

207,493,300 

1,742,200,000 

1974  (1st  6  mos.)  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

*1975F  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

1976F . 

1,549,461,400 

244,011,600 

1,793,473,000 

1977F . 

1,518,212,000 

246,788,000 

1,765,000,000 

1978F . 

1,498,038,800 

246,961,200 

1,745,000,000 

1979F . 

1,481,346,400 

243,653,600 

1,725,000,000 

1980F . 

1,494,316,500 

243,683,500 

1,738,000,000 

•Valuation  on  January  1,  1974  was  used  to  compute  the  tax  rate  for  Fiscal  1975,  period  beginning  July 
1,  1974  and  ending  June  30,  1975. 

Valuation  on  January  1,  of  each  year  will  be  used  to  compute  subsequent  Fiscal  year  tax  rates. 


(1978  Compared  with  1979) 
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VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1978 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$48,351,400 

$24,860,200 

$73,211,600 

2 . 

28,238,100 

147,000 

28,385,100 

3 . 

363,414,400 

138,334,800 

501,749,200 

4 . 

102,058,900 

69,103,200 

171,162,100 

5 . 

182,058,700 

1,899,800 

183,958,500 

6 . 

118,283,500 

1,044,500 

119,328,000 

7 . 

30,056,300 

468,800 

30,525,100 

8 . 

24,387,000 

445,900 

24,832,900 

9 . 

10,217,700 

56,200 

10,273,900 

10 . 

15,318,600 

67,000 

15,385,600 

11 . 

20,853,500 

225,500 

21,079,000 

12 . 

17,940,700 

71,500 

18,012,200 

13 . 

29,182,300 

296,500 

29,478,800 

14 . 

30,845,800 

63,900 

30,909,700 

15 . 

19,752,200 

168,300 

19,920,500 

16 . 

49,651,800 

311,800 

49,963,600 

17 . 

32,064,200 

152,000 

32,216,200 

18 . 

89,630,900 

2,145,200 

91,776,100 

19 . 

35,522,300 

237,600 

35,759,900 

20 . 

83,350,500 

663,000 

84,013,500 

21 . 

84,805,300 

433,000 

85,238,300 

22 . 

65,362,800 

1,255,800 

66,618,100 

Boats . 

1,202,100 

1,202,100 

Totals . 

$1,481,346,400 

$243,653,600 

$1,725,000,000 

January  1,  1977,  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1978. 


Assessing  Department 


7 


VALUATION,  JANUARY  1,  1979 


Ward 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Est. 

Total 

1 . 

$49,650,100 

$24,640,400 

$74,290,500 

2  . . 

28,338,700 

151,200 

28,489,900 

3 . 

374,146,700 

140,107,800 

514,254,500 

4 . : . . . 

109,594,200 

69,060,700 

178,654,900 

5 . 

180,839,200 

1,875,700 

182,714,900 

6 . 

117,354,800 

952,700 

118,307,500 

7 . 

29,769,400 

465,000 

30,234,400 

8 . 

24,515,500 

424,500 

24,940,000 

9 . 

9,863,600 

56,800 

9,920,400 

10 . ; . . . . 

15,302,400 

50,700 

15,353,100 

11 . 

20,565,400 

196,700 

20,762,100 

12 . 

17,616,800 

71,600 

17,688,400 

13 . 

28,911,100 

298,300 

29,209,400 

14 . 

29,673,100 

54,000 

29,727,100 

15 . 

19,457,400 

166,500 

19,623,900 

16 . 

49,232,300 

326,700 

49,559,000 

17 . 

31,579,500 

134,400 

31,713,900 

18 . 

89,696,700 

2,132,000 

91,828,700 

19 . . 

35,603,000 

226,800 

35,829,800 

20 . 

83,630,000 

606,200 

84,236,200 

21 . 

83,568,500 

436,100 

84,004,600 

22 . 

65,408,100 

1,248,700 

66,656,800 

Boats . 

Totals . 

$1,494,316,500 

1 

$243,683,500 

$1,738,000,000 

January  1,  1978  Valuation  used  for  tax  rate  computation  for  Fiscal  1979. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  GAIN  AND  LOSS 
Real  and  Personal  Estate 

Real  and  Personal,  1979F . $1,725,000,000 

Real  and  Personal,  1980F .  1,738,000,000 

Net  Gain .  $13,000,000 

Real  Estate,  1979F . $1,481,346,400 

Real  Estate,  1980F .  1,494,316,500 

Net  Gain .  $12,970,100 

Personal  Estate,  1980F .  $243,683,500 

Personal  Estate,  1979F .  243,653,600 

Net  Gain .  $29,900 

Gain,  Real  Estate .  $12,970,100 

Gain,  Personal  Estate .  29,900 

Net  Gain,  Real  and  Personal  Estate .  $13,000,000 

DIVISION  OF  TAX  RATE 

1979F  1980F 

GENERAL  TAX  RATE . $179  26  $178  52 

SCHOOL  TAX  RATE .  73  64  74  38 

TOTAL  TAX  RATE . $252  90  $252  90 


Assessing  Department 


9 


TAX  RATE  COMPUTATION 
Fiscal  1980 

Appropriations 


City  Budget . $322,455,502 

County  Budget .  13,193,924 

School  Budget .  195,376,995 

Debt  and  Interest  Requirements .  76,491,035 

Contributions  to  Pension  System .  72,618,233 

State  Assessments: 

MBTA  Deficit .  31,004,962 

Metropolitan  District .  4,430,009 

Miscellaneous .  1,607,104 

Deficit  Appropriations: 

Abatements  in  Excess  of  Overlay .  15,587,940 

Sewer  Use  Deficit .  18,270,000 

Appropriation  Deficit .  400,000 

Tax  Title  Cost  .  — 

Court  Judgment  (School) .  — 


$751,435,704 

Revenue 


Departmental  Revenues: 

Health  and  Hospitals .  $63,628,185 

City .  36,614,143 

County .  9,125,006 

School  Committee . 3,079,261 


Total  Departmental  Revenue . $112,446,595 

Revenues  from  State .  186,154,054 

Mass.  Port  Authority .  3,500,000 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes .  10,663,199 

Transfers  from  Other  Funds: 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing .  21,999,754 

Countercyclical  Aid .  — 

Parking  Meter  Fees .  2,000,000 


Total  Estimated  Revenue . $336,763,602 


Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax  Levy . $439,540,200 

Less  Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements .  (24,868,098) 


Net  Tax  Levy . $414,672,102 


$751,435,704 

Tax  Rate .  252  90 


10 


City  Document  No.  3 


LAND,  BUILDING  VALUATIONS  AND  TAX  RATES 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
1960  —  1980F 


Year 

Total  Value 
Exempt 

Taxable  Real  Estate 

Total  Value 

Taxable 

Tax  Rate 

Value  Land 

Value  Buildings 

1980F  . 

$2,622,206,700 

$252  90 

$414,818,200 

$1,079,498,300 

$1,494,316,500 

1979F  . 

2,613,036,100 

252  90 

416,261,100 

1,065,085,300 

1,481,346,400 

1978F  . 

1,209,932,742 

252  90 

421,629,700 

1,076,409,100 

1,498,038,800 

1977F  . 

2,476,099,000 

252  90 

427,017,700 

1,091,194,300 

1,518,212,000 

1976F  . 

2,373,294,500 

196  70 

442,618,500 

1,106,842,900 

1,549,461,400 

1975F  . 

2,272,135,700 

196  70 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1974 . 

2,272,135,700 

*98  40 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

1,556,891,700 

1973 . 

2,165,178,200 

1%  70 

454,375,600 

1,080,331,100 

1,534,706,700 

1972 . 

1,934,462,000 

1%  70 

460,748,300 

1,071,113,500 

1,531,861,800 

1971 . 

1,836,728,000 

174  70 

455,190,200 

1,047,119,800 

1,502,310,000 

1970 . 

1,724,695,200 

156  80 

448,760,700 

1,011,157,900 

1,459,918,600 

1969 . 

1,561,877,000 

144  40 

445,084,500 

1,001,647,300 

1,446,731,800 

1968 . 

1,267,527,300 

129  20 

448,110,500 

976,148,800 

1,424,259,300 

1967 . 

1,198,430,300 

117  80 

443,907,300 

944,135,400 

1,388,042,700 

1966 . 

1,117,719,200 

101  00 

449,650,400 

918,374,700 

1,368,025,100 

1965 . 

1,054,195,000 

115  00 

452,534,300 

899,649,600 

1,352,183,900 

1964 . 

989,719,500 

99  80 

450,954,500 

873,366,900 

1,324,321,400 

1963 . 

966,890,000 

96  00 

449,427,300 

860,426,300 

1,309,853,500 

1962 . 

917,016,000 

99  80 

465,772,100 

857,005,100 

1,322,777,200 

1961 . 

889,940,600 

100  90 

475,844,300 

861,409,700 

1,337,254,000 

1960 . 

876,462,800 

100  70 

479,889,000 

856,843,600 

1,336,732,600 

‘Tax  Rate  for  Period  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 
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VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  LAND  AND  BUILDINGS,  BY  WARDS, 
FISCAL  1980,  JULY  1,  1979-JUNE  30,  1980 


Ward 

Area 

Value  Land 

Value 

Buildings 

Total  Value 

1 . 

37,559,8^ 

$16,643,800 

$33,006,300 

$49,650,100 

2 . 

13,209,903 

9,707,400 

18,631,300 

28,338,700 

3 . 

14,094,461 

136,044,700 

238,102,000 

374,146,700 

4 . 

6,130,190 

24,861,400 

84,732,800 

109,594,200 

5 . 

11,209,900 

53,939,700 

126,899,500 

180,839,200 

6 . 

27,119,319 

26,754,700 

90,600,100 

117,354,800 

7 . 

17,853,521 

10,004,300 

19,765,100 

29,769,400 

8 . 

13,281,623 

8,337,100 

16,178,400 

24,515,500 

9 . 

3,639,146 

4,933,000 

4,930,600 

9,863,600 

10 . 

8,834,855 

3,988,800 

11,313,600 

15,302,400 

11 . 

16,571,449 

5,415,600 

15,149,800 

20,565,400 

12 . 

12,557,611 

5,426,000 

12,190,800 

17,616,800 

13 . 

16,499,408 

6,492,000 

22,419,100 

28,911,100 

14 . 

23,405,193 

7,898,900 

21,774,200 

29,673,100 

15 . 

14,497,109 

4,709,600 

14,747,800 

19,574,400 

16 . 

35,737,853 

9,892,000 

39,340,300 

49,232,300 

17 . 

27,087,924 

8,213,500 

23,366,000 

31,579,500 

18 . 

110,322,543 

16,137,000 

73,559,700 

89,696,700 

19 . 

33,716,757 

8,456,500 

27,146,500 

35,603,000 

20 . 

92,992,969  - 

•iT  15,163,500 

68,466,500 

83,630,000 

21 . 

18,872,681 

18,732,500 

64,836,000 

83,568,500 

22 . 

40,038,333 

13,066,200 

52,341,900 

65,408,100 

Totals . 

595,232,613 

$414,818,200 

$1,079,498,300 

$1,494,316,500 

12  City  Document  No.  3 

AVERAGE  VALUATIONS  USED,  FINANCIAL  YEARS 

1950  TO  1970 

Financial  Year  Basis,  Three  Years 

1950  . $1,538,774,760  00 

1951  .  1,578,935,227  00 

1952  .  1,583,733,737  00 

1953  .  1,580,293,053  00 

1954  .  1,569,133,815  00 

1955  .  1,589,835,787  00 

1956  .  1,566,764,348  00 

1957  .  1,538,650,276  00 

1958  .  1,520,692,409  00 

1959  .  1,504,639,094  00 

1960  .  1,507,363,894  00 

1961  .  1,529,703,369  00 

1962  .  1,538,338,536  00 

1963  .  1,560,357,995  00 

1964  .  1,552,423,300  00 

1965  .  1,553,591,900  00 

1966  .  1,562,076,200  00 

1967  .  1,583,386,200  00 

1968  .  1,900,000,000  00 

1970  .  2,000,000,000  00 


Note:  Chapter  23  of  the  Acts  of  1968  provides  that  the  equalized  valuation 

as  reported  by  the  State  Tax  Commission  to  the  General  Court  under 
the  provisions  of  section  IOC  of  chapter  58  will  be  used  in  place  of  the 
former  valuation  figures  which  had  been  used  to  determine  the  base 
for  borrowing. 

BOSTON’S  FINAL  EQUALIZED  VALUATION 

1972  . $2,100,000,000  00 

1974  .  2,600,000,000  00 

1976  .  3,600,000,000  00 

1978  .  3,831,000,000  00 

1980  .  5,102,000,000  00 


TAXES  ON  PROPERTY  —  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAX  RATE 
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Period  January  1,  1974  —  June  30,  1974. 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTY  ITEMS  ASSESSED  IN  1980F 


Ward 

Real 

Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Better¬ 

ments 

1 . 

6,301 

421 

32 

2 . 

2,624 

80 

0 

3 . 

3,588 

3,138 

9 

4 . 

1,835 

363 

5 

5 . 

4,964 

968 

0 

6 . 

4,166 

315 

1 

7 . 

3,701 

162 

7 

8 . 

1,929 

137 

3 

9 . 

1,198 

54 

0 

10 . 

1,972 

49 

5 

11 . 

3,080 

98 

8 

12 . 

2,262 

87 

0 

13 . 

2,902 

66 

1 

14 . 

4,636 

55 

1 

15 . 

3,045 

109 

35 

16 . 

5,161 

184 

51 

17 . 

4,915 

102 

55 

18 . 

13,244 

255 

366 

19 . 

4,921 

139 

28 

20 . 

12,401 

416 

215 

21 . 

2,678 

305 

18 

22 . 

5,159 

297 

40 

Totals . 

96,682 

7,800 

8,800 

Assessing  Department 
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Special  Assessments 


Street,  Sewer,  and  Sidewalk  Assessments 


Under  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws  the  following 
amounts  were  added  to  the  tax  list  and  included  in 
warrants  sent  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes: 


Assessment  under  chapter  521,  Acts  of  1902,  for  “Laying  Out 
and  Construction  of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,” 
for  street  construction,  which  were  divided  into  not  more  than 
twenty  equal  parts,  with  interest,  said  interest  being  figured 
thirty  days  from  date  of  commitment . 

Assessment  under  chapter  450,  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by 
chapter  371,  Acts  of  1912,  for  “Laying  Out  and  Construction 
of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,”  for  sewers  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 

Assessment  under  chapter  437,  Acts  of  1893,  as  amended  by 
chapter  269,  Acts  of  1916,  “In  Relation  to  Sidewalks,”  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 


$34,734  70 


44,181  34 


14,306  13 


Total 


$93,222  17 
0 
0 


Total 


$93,222  17 
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AGGREGATES  OF  EXEMPT  VALUATIONS 

Real  Estate  Exempted  from  Taxation  in  Boston  for  the  Years 
1978-1980F  by  Class  of  Exemption  Shown  in  Tabulation 


Class 

1978F 

1979F 

1980F 

United  States  of  America . 

$108,%!, 100 

$100,682,500 

$102,042,800 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

325,940,100 

326,956,500 

662,120,200 

City  of  Boston . 

1,085,882,600 

1,186,909,800 

1,209,252,300 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious 
Organizations . 

64,981,700 

66,231,900 

66,274,200 

Ail  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable, 
benevolent  institutions,  and  all  other 
exempt  property  not  separately  listed)  . 

890,333,500 

932,255,400 

582,517,200 

Totals . 

$2,476,099,000 

$2,613,036,100 

$2,622,206,700 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

The  Motor  vehicle  excise  was  originally  created  by  the 
passage  of  chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1928,  which  law 
became  effective  as  of  January  1,  1929.  This  act  provided 
that  an  excise  should  be  assessed  on  all  registered  motor 
vehicles,  in  lieu  of  the  local  tax  formerly  assessed  on  this 
class  of  property.  This  law  became  chapter  60A  of  the 
General  Laws. 

This  excise,  per  Acts  of  1960,  chapter  758,  is  levied  at  a 
fixed  state  rate  of  $66.00  per  thousand,  and  valuations  at 
which  these  vehicles  are  assessed  are  determined  by  the 
State  Tax  Commissioner  and  forwarded  to  all  assessors  of 
the  various  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  All  valuations  are  therefore  uniform. 


Assessing  Department 


19 


RECAPITULATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  AND  TRAILER  EXCISE 
ASSESSED  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  IN  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  1980 


Commitment 

Date  of 
Commitment 

Number 

Value 

Excise 

1979  Levy: 

Tenth . 

. .  Nov. 

30, 1979 

12,042 

$2,124,865,000 

$548,085  72 

Eleventh . 

28, 1979 

7,648 

14,629,500 

339,516  99 

Twelfth . 

..  Feb. 

28, 1980 

11,210 

24,903,450 

447,337  43 

Thirteenth . 

. .  May 

30,  1980 

1,192 

5,870,350 

116,706  57 

Total . 

32,092 

$2,170,268,300 

$1,451,646  71 

1980  Levy: 

First . 

5, 1980 

144,745 

$142,553,200 

$9,408,515  20 

Second . 

. .  Apr. 

2, 1980 

28,949 

52,343,600 

3,454,859  60 

Third . 

. .  Apr. 

4,  1980 

5,951 

10,829,400 

714,691  50 

Fourth . 

18, 1980 

7,878 

14,518,750 

917,850  75 

Fifth . 

. .  June 

19, 1980 

7,764 

16,820,800 

956,821  65 

Sixth . 

. .  June 

20, 1980 

6,961 

13,191,350 

715,374  05 

Seventh  . 

..  July 

23, 1980 

9,699 

26,334,850 

1,313,218  15 

Eighth . 

. .  Sept. 

12, 1980 

8,401 

25,141,250 

1,099,999  15 

Ninth . 

26, 1980 

5,742 

14,034,900 

490,651  40 

Tenth . 

. .  Oct. 

31, 1980 

8,975 

20,310,750 

618,871  21 

Eleventh . 

. .  Nov. 

21, 1980 

6,500 

13,440,650 

322,030  16 

Total . 

241,565 

$349,519,500 

$20,012,882  82 

The  State  Department  of  Taxation  instituted  a  new  procedure  in  1963  for  the  billing  of 
motor  vehicle  excise  in  accordance  with  a  1962  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

At  a  charge  of  15  cents  per  item  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  supplied  a  bill,  demand  and 
Assessors*  copy  and  a  commitment  sheet  and  Assessor’s  valuation  list. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX,  1958  TO  1980 


Year 

Number  of 
Motor  Vehicles 
Assessed 

Amount  of  Tax 

Tax  Rate 

1958  . 

187,020 

$5,679,550  60 

$60  25 

1959  . 

188,393 

6,223,247  18 

64  13 

1960  . 

198,357 

7,156,025  76 

66  96 

1961 . 

202,515 

7,553,739  78 

66  00 

1962  . 

205,963 

8,104,557  39 

66  00 

1963  . 

207,627 

8,642,967  32 

66  00 

1964  . 

207,462 

8,865,440  05 

66  00 

1965  . 

207,804 

9,453,132  26 

66  00 

1966  . 

207,392 

10,169,753  97 

66  00 

1967  . 

204,984 

10,290,983  95 

66  00 

1968  . 

212,690 

11,041,472  19 

66  00 

1969  . 

209,938 

11,066,712  87 

66  00 

1970  . 

221,776 

12,391,716  31 

66  00 

1971 . 

252,775 

13,400,723  73 

66  00 

1972  . 

241,080 

13,704,685  41 

66  00 

1973  . 

272,554 

15,359,734  21 

66  00 

1974  . 

260,391 

15,731,766  80 

66  00 

1975  . 

261,865 

15,817,076  56 

66  00 

1976  . 

255,610 

15,662,247  26 

66  00 

1977  . 

252,512 

15,389,454  57 

66  00 

1978  . 

243,997 

15,521,778  12 

66  00 

1979  . 

252,888 

18,132,986  35 

66  00 

1980  . 

241,565 

20,012,882  82 

66  00 

TABLE  OF  REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENTS  GRANTED,  1968>1980F 
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Value 

Abated 

$63,768,000 

19,826,700 

20.407.200 

10.524.200 

6,601,600 

3,470,100 

1,076,300 

360,130 

12,223,950 

Abated 

1976F 

$12,543,156  69 

3,899,911  86 

2,008,063  39 

2,070,106  37 

1,298,524  00 

606,225  92 

168,764  79 

51,999  30 

1,579,335  12 

Value 

Abated 

$69,748,300 

70,099,100 

30,640,100 

27,%7,100 

17,144,900 

9.157.800 

4,112,000 

1.594.800 

253,900 

59,000 

Abated 

1977F 

$17,683,%!  01 

14,004,393  41 

6,199,173  94 

2,815,585  36 

3,502,689  83 

1,873,991  43 

783,510  47 

308,460  90 

85,287  24 

58,744  74 

Value 

Abated 

$73,518,500 

55,084,500 

15,037,000 

7,488,700 

5,650,800 

2,401,000 

3,021,800 

1,645,000 

559.300 

109.300 

44,900 

Abated 

1978F 

$18,588,428  15 

14,169,141  51 

3,070,146  29 

1,544,461  37 

580,834  32 

477,264  02 

594,309  88 

287,793  56 

87,982  02 

15,487  32 

5,801  08 

Value 

Abated 

$60,937,000 

36,941,100 

19,361,600 

7,416,500 

2,608,800 

2,302,200 

1,978,000 

1,942,900 

425,400 

187,500 

36,000 

10,000 

1 

Abated 

1979F 

$15,217,804  81 

11,139,619  41 

6,588,667  91 

1,772,763  23 

677,590  23 

258,623  53 

425,864  33 

426,820  95 

115,324  81 

54,165  72 

9,272  48 

4,797  54 

Value 

Abated 

$47,032,100 

29,163,200 

13,250,700 

8.310.300 

1.209.300 

686,600 

2,047,500 

436,700 

407,800 

65,500 

41,900 

29,200 

15,000 

Abated 

1980F 

$12,015,075  68 

8,469,311  68 

6,502,326  35 

4,422,519  50 

1,569,833  80 

691,304  10 

487,355  61 

588,508  01 

350,733  86 

233,779  12 

49,157  93 

29,627  99 

23,343  86 

Tax 

Rate 

$252  90 

252  90 

252  90 

252  90 

1%  70 

1%  70 

98  40 

1%  70 

1%  70 

174  70 

156  80 

144  40 

129  20 

Levy 

Year 

1980 . 

1979 . 

1978 . 

1977 . 

1976 . 

1975 . 

1974*  . 

1973 . 

1972 . 

1971 . 

1970 . 

1%9 . 

1968 . 

*Tax  Rate  for  Period  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 
tAbated  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 
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Qty  of  Boston 
sessing  Department 


Room  301 
Botlon  Qty  Hail 
oamn,  Manachuaetts  02201 
617/72H264 


Raymond  G.  Torto 

CoQiflilHioncr 


Deceit±)er  1,  1981 


Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor,  City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Ma.  02201 


Dear  Sir, 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  the  Assessing 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  Fiscal  Year  1981. 

This  report  describes  the  issues  I  identified  as  initial 
priorities  and  the  steps  which  were  taken  to  solve  those  prob¬ 
lems.  The  document  also  discusses  the  goals  I  hope  to  achieve 
over  the  coming  year.  One  of  these  goals  is  the  reorganizatior 
plan  which  will  be  si±)mitted  in  the  Spring  of  1982.  This  plan 
will  be  the  culmination  of  a  year-long  effort  to  prepare  the 
Assessing  Department  for  its  expanded  responsibilities  as  a 
result  of  revaluation  and  classification. 

I  first  assumed  the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Assessing 
on  January  1,  1981,  a  date  marking  the  midway  point  of  the 
fiscal  year.  During  these  past  12  months,  the  City  has 
benefited  greatly  from  the  hard  work  and  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  personnel  of  the  Assessing  Department.  I  wish  to  ex¬ 
tend  my  appreciation  to  them  for  their  dedication,  productivity 
cind  efficiency.  We  will  continue  this  same  type  of  dedicated 
public  service. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Rayrjvnd  G.  Torto 
Commissioner 


RGT/cn 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 

Despite  budget  cutbacks  which  required  the  laying  off  of  over 
20  percent  of  the  Assessing  Department  workforce,  the  Assessing 
Department  met  the  challenge  of  increased  productivity  and  ef¬ 
ficiency  in  its  operations. 

During  FY1981,  a  computerized  abatement  tracking  system 
was  designed  and  implemented  to  allow  department  officials 
to  monitor  the  number  and  amount  of  abatement  applications 
in  process.  The  department  affirmatively  moved  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  tax  levy  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Many 
assessments  which  could  not  be  justified  were  changed. 
Decreases  in  valuation  were  recorded  in  those  properties  which 
had  received  abatements  for  several  consecutive  years.  These 
changes  were  important  because  the  accuracy  of  the  underly¬ 
ing  valuation  of  the  city  has  a  strong  impact  on  the  number  of 
abatement  applications  which  are  subsequently  filed  with  the 
Assessing  Department. 

Timely  and  accurate  preparation  of  supporting  documenta¬ 
tion  allowed  the  certification  of  the  tax  rate  and  the  mailing  of 
tax  bills  at  an  earlier  date  than  in  the  past.  Information  pam¬ 
phlets  on  statutory  exemptions,  abatements,  and  Assessing 
Department  operations  were  designed  and  over  4,000  copies 
distributed  to  taxpayers  and  community  groups.  Procedures  were 
established  to  provide  prompt  and  impartial  review  of  taxpayer 
complaints.  The  administration  of  G.L.  c.  121 A  tax  agreements 
was  improved. 

During  FY  1982,  the  Assessing  Department  will  continue  to 
monitor  the  progress  towards  achieving  a  fair,  open,  and  pro¬ 
fessional  revaluation  of  the  city.  Although  the  process  of  revalua¬ 
tion  is  presently  being  conducted  by  the  Office  of  Property 
Equalization,  the  Assessing  Department  has  worked  closely  with 
OPE  and  the  Department  of  Revenue  to  insure  that  the  values 
certified  by  OPE  to  the  Assessing  Department  are  accurate  and 
equitable.  The  Assessing  Department  will  be  reorganized  and 
restaffed  in  order  to  assume  the  professional  responsibilities 
associated  with  the  new  values  and  systems  which  will  be  im¬ 
plemented  as  a  result  of  the  revaluation  effort. 

Training  programs  will  be  established  and  reference  materials 
provided  to  assure  that  members  of  the  professional  staff  are 
fully  aware  of  the  latest  developments  in  appraisal  theory.  Pam¬ 
phlets  and  informational  meetings  will  be  developed  to  provide 
Boston  taxpayers  with  a  better  understanding  of  property  assess¬ 
ment  and  taxation  systems.  Legislation  will  be  filed  when  unac- 
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ceptable  inequity  occurs  to  classes  of  taxpayers  as  a  result  of 
revaluation  and  classification. 

Increased  efforts  will  be  made  to  improve  presentation  of  cases 
before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.  The  processing  of  abatement 
and  exemption  applications  will  be  expedited  to  ensure  that  a 
decision  on  the  merits  of  the  application  be  rendered  as  soon 
as  practical.  Information  provided  by  taxpayers  at  the  request 
of  the  department  will  be  selectively  audited  to  ensure  accuracy. 

The  department  will  continue  to  develop  programs,  imple¬ 
ment  procedures  and  train  personnel  to  ensure  the  continued  im¬ 
provement  of  assessing  practices  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
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A.  ISSUES  ADDRESSED  IN  1981 

Issue:  Assessment  practices  in  previous  years  required  more 
and  larger  amounts  of  abatements  to  property  owners  in  subse¬ 
quent  years. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  The  Assessing 
Department  affirmatively  moved  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  tax  levy.  Valuations  which  were  not  justified  were  adjusted; 
decreases  in  valuation  were  recorded  in  those  properties  which 
had  received  abatements  for  several  consecutive  years.  Decreases 
in  valuation  were  also  recorded  in  FY  1982  valuations  as  a  result 
of  negotiated  settlements  involving  “Tregor”  related  cases.  This 
is  important  because  the  accuracy  of  the  underlying  valuation 
has  a  strong  impact  on  the  number  of  abatement  applications 
which  are  subsequently  filed  with  the  department.  The  Assess¬ 
ing  Department  has  committed  itself  to  developing  and  ad¬ 
ministering  an  equitable  tax  system.  Accurate  and  fair 
assessments  are  the  lynchpin  to  achieving  that  result. 

Issue:  The  Assessing  Department  had  no  system  to  track 
abatement  applications,  no  written  abatement  procedures  or 
means  to  estimate  the  cash  impact  of  abatement  applications 
in  process. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  A  computerized 
abatement  tracking  system  was  designed  and  implemented,  and 
written  procedures  established.  The  system  allows  department 
officials  to  monitor  the  number  and  amount  of  abatement  ap¬ 
plications  in  process.  Prior  to  implementation  of  this  system, 
assessing  officials  could  only  make  a  good-faith  guess  as  to  the 
number  and  amount  of  abatement  applications  in  process. 

Issue:  Financial  information  submitted  in  support  of  abate¬ 
ment  applications  was  inadequate. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department: The  Assessing 
Department  adopted  standardized  information  requirements  for 
all  FY  1981  abatement  applications.  These  standards  defined 
the  particular  data  that  was  required  for  specific  types  of  property. 

Issue:  One  of  the  major  financial  occurrences  in  1981  was 
the  passage  of  Proposition  2  V2 .  The  increased  awareness  by 
citizens  of  the  burdensome  dependence  upon  the  property  tax 
as  a  mechanism  to  finance  municipal  government  required  new 
approaches  to  managing  city  departments. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  As  a  result  of 
budget  cutbacks  necessitated  by  the  adoption  of  Proposition  2  V2 , 
the  Assessing  Department  laid  off  over  20  percent  of  its 
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workforce  from  January,  1981,  to  July  ,  1981 .  The  number  of 
employees  in  the  department  decreased  from  eighty-eight  to 
sixty-four.  Despite  the  loss  of  these  workers,  the  operation  of 
the  department  was  improved  by  reorganizing  required  work 
and  redefining  essential  tasks.  New  personnel  procedures  were 
implemented  in  order  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  existing  per¬ 
sonnel.  Many  assessor  assignments  were  rotated.  Each  manager 
was  made  accountable  for  the  job  assigned  and  was  given  the 
tools  and  authority  for  performing  those  tasks. 

Issue:  Many  taxpayers,  particularly  those  without  counsel, 
were  not  familiar  with  the  law  relative  to  property  taxation  and 
were  generally  confused  by  the  procedures  set  forth  in  the 
General  Laws. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  The  department 
commenced  efforts  to  provide  the  citizens  of  the  city  with  a  better 
understanding  of  the  functions  of  the  Assessing  Department  and 
the  administration  of  the  property  taxation  system  set  forth  in 
the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  series  of  informa¬ 
tion  pamphlets  was  developed  by  the  department  for  distribu¬ 
tion  to  the  public,  including  a  pamphlet  describing  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Assessing  Department,  six  pamphlets  describing 
eligibility  requirements  for  statutory  personal  exemptions,  and 
a  pamphlet  on  statutory  abatement  procedure  for  FY  1982.  A 
separate  information  sheet  was  developed  which  explained  abate¬ 
ment  standards  applicable  in  FY  1981  and  1982.  Copies  of  these 
pamphlets  were  made  available  to  citizen  groups,  city  depart¬ 
ments  and  elected  officials  for  distribution  to  the  public.  Prop¬ 
erty  taxes  are  a  major  item  in  everyone’s  budget;  a  clear 
understanding  of  how  the  system  works  is  essential  for  an  in¬ 
formed  citizenry  and  a  fair  tax  system. 

Issue:  The  Assessing  Department  faced  several  problems  in 
the  administration  of  G.L.  c.  121 A  tax  agreements  which  had 
been  negotiated  in  earlier  years  without  adequate  participation 
of  assessing  personnel. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  Personnel  were 
assigned  to  appraise  G.L.  c.  121 A  property  and  review  con¬ 
tracts,  with  particular  attention  directed  to  the  additional  sums 
which  the  law  allows  cities  and  towns  to  collect.  Procedures 
will  be  developed  which  will  ensure  the  involvement  of  staff 
members  of  the  department  in  initial  contract  negotiations. 
Legislation  will  be  drafted  which  responds  to  the  problems  that 
ch.  121 A  corporations  encounter  during  the  construction  and 
rehabilitation  stages. 
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Issue:  Historically,  the  tax  rate  for  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  one  of  the  last  in  the  Commonwealth  to  be  certified  by 
the  State  Department  of  Revenue.  In  the  past,  diffused  authori¬ 
ty  and  lack  of  preparation  required  extensive  participation  by 
the  Department  of  Revenue  in  the  process  of  certifying  the  rate. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  Timely  and  ac¬ 
curate  preparation  allowed  the  mailing  of  the  FY  1982  tax  bill 
on  October  4,  1981 .  The  tax  rate  was  approved  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Revenue  before  the  rate  of  most  other  cities  were  cer¬ 
tified.  Officials  indicated  that  the  Assessing  Department’s 
presentation  was  one  of  the  best  that  had  ever  been  made  on 
behalf  of  the  city. 

Issue:  There  existed  no  formal  channel  within  the  Assessing 
Department  for  the  resolution  of  taxpayer  complaints  relative 
to  office  personnel  or  procedure.  Taxpayers  were  wary  of  speak¬ 
ing  to  departmental  supervisors  when  personality  conflicts  arose. 

Response  of  the  Assessing  Department:  Mr.  Jack  Kardon, 
Associate  Commissioner,  was  designated  ombudsman  for  the 
department  with  the  responsibility  to  provide  a  prompt  and  im¬ 
partial  review  of  any  citizen  complaint  about  personnel  or  pro¬ 
cedures.  Procedures  were  designed  for  the  confidential  treat¬ 
ment  of  all  complaints.  The  ombudsman  is  required  to  report 
to  the  Commissioner  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  alleviate 
the  particular  problem. 
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B.  PLANS  AND  GOALS  FOR  FY  1982 

Over  the  next  year,  the  Assessing  Department  expects  to  in¬ 
stitute  the  following  plans  to  achieve  the  following  goals: 

Ensure  an  accurate  and  professional  revaluation  of  the  City 
of  Boston 

In  1978,  of  Office  of  Property  Equalization  (OPE)  was  created 
and  designated  the  agency  to  design  and  implement  a  mass  ap¬ 
praisal  system  to  achieve  the  statutory  requirement  of  fair  cash 
valuation  and  the  constitutional  requirement  of  proportional  tax¬ 
ation  within  each  usage  class.  It  is  the  Board  of  Assessors’  legal 
responsibility,  however,  to  ensure  that  the  revaluation  plan  meets 
all  statutory  requirements  as  interpreted  by  the  Courts  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  State  Department  of  Revenue. 

The  implementation  of  a  computer-assisted,  mass  appraisal 
system  is  cmcial  to  the  development  of  an  equitable  tax  assess¬ 
ment  system.  During  Eebruaiy  and  March  of  1982,  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Assessing  Department  will  work  closely  with 
OPE  to  review  the  work  completed  and  to  ensure  that  the 
revaluation  effort  is  proceeding  on  schedule.  Transition  plans, 
training  manuals  and  programs  must  be  prepared  in  order  to  en¬ 
sure  the  orderly  transition  of  data  and  operations  from  OPE  to 
the  Assessing  Department.  An  important  aspect  of  the  revalua¬ 
tion  effort  is  the  modernization  of  the  Assessing  Department 
itself. 

It  is  of  critical  importance  that  taxpayers,  both  residential  and 
commercial,  have  confidence  in  the  new  assessed  values.  Data 
and  values  which  OPE  has  collected  and  predicted  will  be 
evaluated  by  the  Assessing  Department  prior  to  the  acceptance. 
This  independent  review  will  either  indicate  problems  which 
must  be  resolved  or  provide  documentation  to  the  public  that 
data  collection  and  estimation  models  are  accurate  and  equitable. 
The  Assessing  Department  will  require  that  valuation  methods 
and  documentation  be  designed  to  permit  accurate  and  frequent 
reappraisals  prior  to  their  acceptance.  All  systems  recommended 
will  be  subjected  to  rigorous  testing  prior  to  their  implementation. 

The  City  of  Boston  has  not  undergone  a  complete  revalua¬ 
tion  for  many  years.  The  revaluation  program  is  a  technologically 
complex  undertaking  due  to  the  heterogeneous  housing  stock 
as  well  as  the  multi-faceted  types  of  income-producing  property 
which  exists  in  the  city.  The  present  revaluation  program  must 
be  completed  in  an  accurate  fashion  in  order  to  assure  tax  equity 
within  each  class  upon  implementation  of  the  classification  act. 
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Because  successful  completion  of  the  revaluation  task  is  vitally 
important  to  the  financial  fiiture  of  the  city,  the  Assessing  Depart¬ 
ment  is  concerned  about  recent  projections  which  indicate  that 
values  generated  by  the  reassessment  effort  may  not  be  certifiable 
by  the  Department  of  Revenue  for  implementation  until  the 
spring  of  1983.  As  this  might  require  the  mailing  of  an  estimated 
tax  bill  in  October,  1982,  special  legislation  for  such  authority 
has  been  filed  by  the  Assessing  Department  with  the  State 
Legislature.  The  Office  of  Property  Equalization  has  recently 
implemented  important  management  procedures  which  will  help 
completion  of  the  revaluation  effort. 

The  Assessing  Department  will  continue  its  monitoring  role 
and  will  exercise  its  supervisory  responsibility  and  authority  to 
assure  successful  completion  of  the  revaluation  program. 
Implement  the  Classification  System  Provided  in  the 
General  Laws 

Upon  completion  of  OPE’s  work,  acceptance  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors  of  the  revaluation  prepared  by  OPE,  and  certifica¬ 
tion  of  such  by  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  the  Assessing 
Department  will  implement  the  requirements  of  the  classifica¬ 
tion  system  as  provided  by  the  General  Laws  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  and  adopted  by  the  voters  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  1978.  The  primary  and  continuing  objective  of  the  Assess¬ 
ing  Department  at  that  time  will  be  equalization  within  each 
usage  class  —  the  equitable  assessment  of  all  real  properties 
—  to  ensure  that  each  taxpayer  assumes  a  fair  share  of  the  tax 
burden  within  the  applicable  class. 

Although  the  classification  act  is  expected  to  mitigate  some 
of  the  harsher  effects  of  revaluation,  some  property  owners  will 
experience  an  effective  tax  increase.  The  Assessing  Department 
will  monitor  the  effects  of  revaluation  and  classification  and  draft 
appropriate  legislation  for  submission  to  the  General  Court  where 
unacceptable  inequity  occurs  to  classes  of  taxpayers.  Along  these 
lines  the  department  is  already  preparing  legislation  to  change 
the  state  law  governing  personal  exemptions  to  soften  the  im¬ 
pact  of  revaluation  on  those  persons  eligible  under  G.L.  c.  59, 
s.  5  (elderly,  veterans,  blind,  surviving  spouse  and  children). 

Improve  Performance  at  the  Appellate  Board. 

The  number  of  abatement  appeals  which  are  filed  with  the 
State  Appellate  Tax  Board  is  dependent  upon  whether  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  value  by  the  Assessing  Department  on  the  assess¬ 
ment  date  is  valid  and  equitable.  Values  assigned  in  previous 
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years  which  cannot  be  justified  by  modem  appraisal 
methodologies  will  be  abated  internally  within  the  department. 
Values  which  are  determined  to  be  equitable  and  reasonable  by 
the  professional  staff  of  the  department  will  be  aggressively 
defended  at  every  step  of  the  appeals  process.  The  professional 
staff  of  the  department  will  be  provided  with  the  necessary 
materials,  consultants  and  legal  resources  to  defend  valid 
assessments.  The  following  steps  will  be  undertaken:  1.  presen¬ 
tation  and  explanation  of  modem  valuation  techniques  in  cases 
before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board:  2.  consultation  with  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Land  Institute  and  others  in  developing  new  valuation 
models  that  take  inflation  into  account;  3.  preparation  of  a  test 
case  as  a  vehicle  to  convince  members  of  the  Appellate  Tax 
Board  that  lower  capitalization  rates  should  be  applied  to  prop¬ 
erty;  4.  prioritization  of  the  Assessing  Department’s  caseload 
by  focusing  on  cases  involving  large  valuations;  5.  coordination 
of  the  activities  of  attorneys  and  assessors  by  developing  systems 
of  information  flow;  6.  revision  of  administrative  procedure  on 
evidence  procurement  and  presentation;  7.  retention  of  expert 
witnesses  or  outside  counsel  where  it  would  be  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  city;  8.  better  monitoring  of  performance  by  assess¬ 
ing  personnel;  9.  increase  the  public’s  awareness  of  Appellate 
Tax  Board  decisions  which  impede  department  efforts  to  establish 
an  equitable  tax  assessment  system;  and  10.  develop  alternative 
tax  appeal  mechanisms  where  necessary.  This  objective  will  re¬ 
quire  time  and  enormous  effort  to  achieve.  All  assessing  per¬ 
sonnel  will  be  trained  in  modem  valuation  techniques  in  order 
to  ensure  the  success  of  this  effort. 

Expedite  the  Processing  of  Abatement  and  Exemption 
Applications 

The  past  practice  of  the  Assessing  Department  has  been  to 
deny  summarily  abatement  applications  at  the  expiration  of  the 
statutory  ninety-day  period.  An  expedited  process  will  be 
developed  to  ensure  that  a  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  be  rendered  within  the  ninety-day  statutory  framework.  As 
we  continue  the  effort  to  professionalize  assessing  operations 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  the  department  should  experience  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  applications  for  abatement  for  reasons 
of  overvaluation  or  disproportion. 

The  expedited  process  will  also  apply  to  applications  for 
statutory  personal  exemptions.  It  will  be  the  intention  of  the 
department  to  make  a  determination  of  eligibility  and  to  notify 
the  applicant  of  such  determination  as  quickly  as  possible. 
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Ensure  That  Information  Supplied  to  the  Assessing  Depart¬ 
ment  is  Accurate. 

In  order  to  set  fair  and  equitable  assessments,  the  Assessing 
Department  must  continue  to  ensure  that  information  supplied 
by  taxpayers  at  the  request  of  the  department  is  accurate.  Selec¬ 
tive  audits  of  such  information  will  be  undertaken.  The  Assessing 
Department  will  aggressively  use  the  powers  provided  in  Mass. 
General  Laws  c.  59,  ss.  38D  and  38E  to  request  written  returns 
under  oath  and  testimony  under  oath.  Any  false  statement  which 
is  knowingly  made  will  bar  the  taxpayer  from  any  statutory  ap¬ 
peal.  The  powers  provided  in  Mass.  General  Laws,  c.  59,  ss. 
90  and  91  relative  to  misrepresentation,  evasion,  and  false  returns 
will  be  utilized.  The  department’s  concern  is  not  with  punish¬ 
ment,  but  to  ensure  that  each  person  bears  his  fair  share  of  the 
cost  of  government. 

Continue  Program  of  Providing  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Bo^on 
with  a  Better  Understanding  of  Functions  and  Pro¬ 
cedures  of  the  Assessing  Department. 

Information  pamphlets  will  be  developed  which  explain  the 
administration  of  the  property  taxation  system  set  forth  in  the 
General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  Internal  practices  which 
presently  exist  in  the  Assessing  Department  will  be  documented 
and  set  forth  as  guidelines  for  the  public’s  information  and  use. 
As  part  of  this  effort,  written  guidelines  have  been  developed 
for  application  for  authority  from  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue 
to  abate  property  taxes  pursuant  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
chapter  58,  section  8.  A  separate  document  has  been  developed 
under  the  same  statutory  sections  setting  forth  expedited  pro¬ 
cedures  which  are  applicable  to  applications  filed  by  individuals 
who  intend  to  rehabilitate  and  reside  in  abandoned  residential 
property. 

Continue  to  Improve  the  Management  of  the  Assessing 
Department. 

The  Assessing  Department  will  continue  to  train  personnel 
and  refine  procedures  in  order  to  achieve  the  equitable  tax  system 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  deserve. 

A  new  organizational  plan  will  be  submitted  to  the  Mayor 
and  council  in  conjunction  with  the  fiscal  1983  budget.  This 
plan  will  be  an  important  part  of  the  revaluation  effort  and  will 
reflect  the  Assessing  Department’s  preparation  for  implement¬ 
ing  the  new  systems  and  values  which  will  be  the  product  of 
the  revaluation  program. 
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A  major  respected  management  consulting  firm  will  be  re¬ 
tained  to  perform  a  performance  audit  of  the  department.  The 
purpose  of  the  audit  will  be  to  evaluate  and  recommend  changes 
in  internal  controls  and  operations.  An  ethics  code  will  be 
developed  for  assessing  personnel  which  will  describe  the  pro¬ 
per  conduct  of  personnel  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
Training  programs  will  be  prepared  in  order  that  personnel  be 
familiar  with  the  latest  appraisal  theory.  Training  programs  will 
be  conducted  both  in-house  and  by  knowledgeable  outside  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Assessing  and  legal  resource  materials  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  order  that  members  of  the  professional  appraisal  staff 
are  fully  aware  of  the  latest  developments  in  both  disciplines. 

Goals  will  be  established  for  the  professional  staff.  Evalua¬ 
tion  and  review  meetings  will  be  scheduled.  In  addition,  a 
monthly  reporting  system  will  be  implemented  requiring  super¬ 
visors  to  report  on  the  status  of  ongoing  operations  within  their 
division,  the  objectives  for  the  month  ahead,  the  ac¬ 
complishments  of  the  division  for  the  previous  month,  and  par¬ 
ticular  problems  that  need  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner. 

Real  estate  transactions  have  become  very  sophisticated  over 
the  past  ten  years,  a  period  generally  characterized  by  high  in¬ 
flation  and  tight  credit  policies.  It  is  a  serious  liability  that  the 
Assessing  Department  does  not  have  a  functioning  research 
department.  As  part  of  the  revaluation  and  reorganization  of  the 
Assessing  Department,  a  research  division  will  be  established 
which  will  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  monitoring 
developments  in  the  academic  and  business  communities  and 
determining  the  effects  of  such  research  and  transactions  on  the 
department’s  determination  of  value  and  internal  management. 
Trends  in  the  city’s  development  will  be  monitored  and  the 
neighborhood  assessments  will  be  checked  for  disparity.  The 
department’s  capability  to  submit  legislation  and  provide 
technical  advice  to  elected  public  officials  will  be  improved. 

Develop  a  Program  of  Revenue  Diversifieation. 

In  November,  1980,  on  a  statewide  referendum,  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth  adopted  Proposition  2  V2  which  placed 
a  limit  on  the  property  tax  levy  of  2V2  percent  of  the  full  and 
fair  cash  valuation  of  taxable  property.  Boston’s  tax  levy  is 
presently  greater  than  2  V2  percent  and  further  cuts  in  the  levy 
are  expected. 

There  presently  exists  in  the  City  of  Boston  a  dangerous  over¬ 
reliance  on  the  property  tax  as  a  source  of  municipal  revenue. 


14 


City  Document  No.  3 


As  the  agency  responsible  for  administering  the  city’s  tax  pro¬ 
grams,  the  Assessing  Department  is  fully  aware  of  the  need  for 
property  tax  relief.  The  department  intends  to  develop  a  com¬ 
prehensive  program  of  revenue  diversification  for  submission 
to  the  General  Court. 

Improve  the  Perception  of  Assessing  Practices  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

There  is  particular  concern  with  the  past  reputation  of  the  City 
of  Boston  assessing  practices.  An  advisory  board  of  Boston 
citizens  will  be  appointed  to  provide  guidance  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  assessing  policy  and  in  the  administration  of  the  revalua¬ 
tion  effort.  The  department  must  develop  innovative  approaches 
for  communicating  its  program,  plans  and  accomplishments  to 
the  citizens  of  the  city  and  to  the  financial  and  real  estate  com¬ 
munity.  Professional  staff  will  be  encouraged  to  participate  in 
voluntary  professional  certification  programs.  Communication 
with  state  agencies,  other  government  officials  and  professional 
associations  will  be  improved.  There  is  an  important  need  to 
improve  the  working  conditions  of  the  employees  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  Physical  renovations  will  be  required  to  provide  the  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  professional  work  can  be  accomplished.  The 
department  wishes  to  dispel  the  perceptions  which  are  commonly 
associated  with  the  assessing  function  in  the  City  of  Boston  and 
to  develop  an  assessing  system  which  other  communities  will 
look  to  as  an  example  of  efficiency,  creativity  and  performance. 


Assessing  Department 
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C.  ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT: 
ORGANIZATION  AND  FUNCTIONS 
General  Introduction 

The  major  responsibility  of  the  Assessing  Department  is  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  all  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  City  of  Boston  for  tax  purposes.  The  department  conducts 
reassessment  programs  of  existing  real  and  personal  property 
and  appraises  new  constmction  and  personal  property  additions. 
The  motor  vehicle  excise  tax  is  also  administered  by  the  depart¬ 
ment.  The  department  conducts  research  on  assessment  prac¬ 
tices  and  provides  the  necessary  accounting  control  and  other 
related  clerical  support  to  property  assessing  activities.  The 
Assessing  Department  maintains  official  maps,  records  of  assess¬ 
ment  and  ownership,  and  related  property  description  data.  Cer¬ 
tain  annual  reports  are  submitted  to  the  State  Department  of 
Revenue. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Assessing  Department  to  ensure 
the  assessment  of  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  City  of 
Boston  as  defined  by  law  or  may  be  defined  by  new  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  preparation  of  the  tax  bills  and  the  collection  of  taxes 
are  duties  of  the  Collector-Treasurer  of  the  city. 

The  Commissioner  of  Assessing  is  aided  by  two  Associate 
Commissioners.  The  Commissioner  manages  the  department  and 
oversees  the  valuation  process. 


Assessment  of  Real  Property 

The  Appraisal  Division  of  the  Assessing  Department  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  assessment  of  real  property  in  accordance  with 
prescribed  standards  and  procedures.  The  City  of  Boston  con¬ 
tains  more  than  100,000  parcels  of  real  property.  Specific  func¬ 
tions  include  identification  of  all  real  property  according  to  use, 
quality  of  construction,  and  zoning;  the  establishment  of  fair 
cash  value  as  of  the  assessment  date  and  preparation  and  defense 
of  such  valuation  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board;  the  annual 
determination  of  real  property  valuations  necessary  for  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  assessment  roll;  and  training  of  division  personnel. 

The  value  of  real  property  changes  in  response  to  changes 
in  the  economy  and  physical  changes  on  the  parcel.  In  order 
to  ensure  accurate  assessments,  the  department  requires  access 
to  accurate  sources  of  information.  An  equitable  system  of  tax 
assessment  can  only  be  achieved  when  all  assessments  are  based 
on  the  most  recent  indicia  of  value. 
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The  appraisal  staff  must  devote  considerable  time  and  energy 
to  the  processing  of  abatement  applications  and  to  preparing  cases 
and  trial  appearances  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.  During 
FY  1981,  9,529  abatement  applications  were  filed.  Of  these 
applications,  5,731  were  appealed  to  the  Appellate  Tax  Board. 
In  FY  1982,  5,988  abatement  applications  were  filed.  It  can¬ 
not  be  determined  at  this  time  how  many  will  be  appealed  to 
the  Appellate  Tax  Board. 

Assessment  of  Personal  Property 

The  Appraisal  Division  of  the  Assessing  Department  is  also 
responsible  for  the  assessment  of  personal  property  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  prescribed  standards  and  procedures.  Specific  func¬ 
tions  include:  determination  of  ownership  of  tangible,  taxable 
personal  property;  classification  of  personal  property  for  valua¬ 
tion  and  taxation  purposes;  determination  of  fair  cash  value  as 
of  the  assessment  date  and  defense  of  that  value  before  the  Ap¬ 
pellate  Tax  Board;  appraisal  of  all  personal  property  as  required 
by  law,  and  audit,  as  necessary,  to  verify  established  fair  cash 
values;  maintenance  of  the  assessment  roll;  maintenance  of  other 
data;  and  training  of  division  personnel. 

The  personal  property  tax  is  assessed  upon  total  assessed 
valuation  of  all  personal  property  subject  to  imposition  of  the 
tax.  An  accurate  administration  of  this  tax  requires  a  complete 
verification  of  reported  property  and  their  values.  This  is  ac¬ 
complished  through  audit  of  tax  filings  and  conduct  of  related 
discovery  and  compliance  activities. 

Assessment  of  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

The  motor  vehicle  excise  is  levied  at  a  fixed  rate  of  $25  per 
thousand.  Valuations  at  which  vehicles  are  assessed  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  State  Commissioner  of  Revenue  and  forwarded 
to  all  assessors  of  the  various  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

During  FY  1981,  the  motor  vehicle  excise  division  processed 
277,357  excise  tax  bills. 

Board  of  Review 

The  City  Charter  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  three- 
member  Board  of  Review  within  the  Assessing  Department.  It 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Board  to  review  every  application 
for  the  abatement  of  a  real  or  personal  property  tax  and  report 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Assessing  its  recommendations. 
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Law  Department 

The  Fiscal  Section  of  the  Law  Department  is  responsible  for 
representing  the  City  of  Boston  in  all  property  tax  appeals 
brought  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  and  for  other  cases  in 
which  City  of  Boston  tax  matters  are  in  issue  before  either  the 
trial  or  appellate  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Engineering  Division 

The  Engineering  Division  is  responsible  for  the  preparation 
and  maintenance  of  assessment  maps.  Specific  functions  include: 
preparation  and  maintenance  of  assessor’s  maps;  division  of 
property  from  deeds  as  is  necessary  for  the  proper  administra¬ 
tion  of  assessor’s  parcels;  preparation  of  property  descriptions; 
computation  of  acreage  and  square  footage;  location  of  prop¬ 
erty  from  deeds  for  office  and  public  use;  maintenance  of  zon¬ 
ing  boundaries;  provision  of  drafting  support  for  department; 
and  training  of  section  personnel. 

Social  Service  Division 

The  Social  Service  Division  is  responsible  for  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  processing  of  all  claims  for  personal  exemption  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  Specific  func¬ 
tions  include:  maintenance  of  files  for  specific  exemption 
categories;  distribution  of  claims  forms  to  taxpayers;  audit  of 
claims;  preparation  and  submission  of  reports;  processing  of 
forms  for  computer  input  to  the  roll;  public  assistance  (telephone, 
counter,  mail);  and  training  of  section  personnel. 

Administrative  Services 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  is  responsible  for  plan¬ 
ning,  organizing  and  directing  the  clerical  activities  of  the  of¬ 
fice  to  ensure  the  efficient  preparation  and  maintenance  of  the 
assessment  roll.  Specific  functions  include:  processing  recorded 
instruments;  keeping  mailing  addresses  current;  assisting  the 
public  (telephone,  counter,  mail);  maintenance  of  controls  and 
records  for  input  to  the  computer  for  all  changes  to  the  tax  roll; 
and  training  of  section  personnel. 

There  are  approximately  10,000  transfers  of  title,  consolida¬ 
tions  and  subdivisions  each  year  and  each  of  these  changes  must 
be  recorded. 


18 


City  Document  No.  3 


D.  PERSONNEL 

Commissioner  of  Assessing 

Raymond  G.  Torto 

Associate  Commissioners 
Jack  Kardon 
Edward  W.  Jay,  Jr. 

Executive  Secretary 

Ellen  McLaughlin 

Board  of  Review 
Harold  L.  Vaughan.  Chairman 
Helen  M.  Sullivan 
Francis  X.  Moynihan.  Jr. 

District  Directors 
John  Riley 
John  Moore 
Robert  Petrillo 


Assistant  Assessors 


Dennis  Ricupero,  Senior  Review  Appraiser 


Francis  X.  Goode 
Edward  Wexler 
Conrad  DiGregorio 
Frederick  McAnulty.  Jr. 
Frederick  McAnulty.  Sr. 
Alexander  Gillis 
Thomas  Heanue 


Henry  Penta 
James  Setounis 
John  J.  Herrity 
Edward  Maroney 
Steven  A.  Casale 
Richard  A.  Cohen 
Edward  Williams 


Fiscal  Section  of  the  Law  Department 
Peter  Antell 
Marie  Lee 


Director  of  Assessing  Services 

Matilda  M.  Sunderland 


Head  Administrative  Clerk 

Dorothea  R.  Sgroi 

Senior  Appraisal  Engineer 

John  A.  Wall 


Social  Service  Division 

Grace  Wai.sh 


Data  Processing  Division 

Rh  a  M.  Ki;nnedy 
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E.  ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT  PUBLICATIONS 

1.  General  Information 
For  Your  Information 

2.  Statutory  Exemptions,  Fiscal  Year  1982 
Blindness 

Age,  Infirmity  or  Financial  Condition 
Surviving  Spouse  and  Children 

Surviving  Spouse  and  Children  of  Police  and  Fire  Personnel 
Killed  in  the  Line  of  Duty 
Veterans 
Elderly 

3.  Policy  and  Process 

Abatement  Policy,  Fiscal  Year  1982 
Guidelines  for  Application  for  Authority 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue  to 
Abate  Property  Taxes  (Mass.  General 
Laws,  Chapter  58,  Section  8). 

Guidelines  for  Application  for  Authority 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue  to 
Abate  Property  Taxes  (Mass.  General 
Laws  Chapter  58,  Section  8):  Spec¬ 
ial  Procedures  Applicable  to  Owner- 
Occupants  of  Residential  Properties. 

Abatement  Standards,  Fiscal  Year  1980  to  1982 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTY  ITEMS  ASSESSED  IN  FY  1981 


Ward 

Real 

Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Better¬ 

ments 

1 . 

6,291 

406 

1 

2 . 

2,645 

78 

0 

3 . 

3,867 

3,011 

9 

4 . 

1,903 

385 

5 

5 . 

5,818 

925 

14 

6 . 

4,233 

308 

1 

7 . 

3,700 

152 

7 

8 . 

1,870 

130 

3 

9 . 

1,180 

41 

0 

10 . 

1,959 

46 

5 

11 . 

3,061 

90 

8 

12 . 

2,249 

72 

0 

13 . 

2,897 

76 

0 

14 . 

4,590 

46 

0 

15 . 

3,026 

107 

23 

16 . 

5,158 

181 

35 

17 . 

4,901 

98 

53 

18 . 

13,214 

251 

272 

19 . 

4,969 

131 

8 

20 . 

12,513 

420 

148 

21 . 

2,803 

289 

17 

22 . 

5,311 

284 

80 

Totals  . 

98,158 

7,527 

689 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTY  ITEMS  ASSESSED  IN  FY  1982 


Ward 

Real 

Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Better¬ 

ments 

1 . 

6,299 

391 

32 

2 . 

2,667 

76 

0 

3 . 

4,035 

2,887 

9 

4 . 

2,100 

432 

5 

5 . 

6,311 

959 

0 

6 . 

4,250 

302 

1 

7 . 

3,686 

147 

7 

8 . 

1,872 

129 

3 

9 . 

1,188 

38 

0 

10 . 

1,903 

51 

5 

11 . 

3,042 

87 

8 

12 . 

2,223 

63 

0 

13 . .  . 

2,879 

80 

1 

14 . 

4,539 

47 

1 

15 . 

3,016 

103 

35 

16 . 

5,139 

179 

51 

17 . 

4,861 

127 

55 

18 . 

13,345 

241 

366 

19 . 

5,138 

152 

28 

20 . 

12,514 

404 

215 

21 . 

2,958 

278 

18 

22 . 

5,735 

276 

40 

Totals . 

99,700 

7,449 

880 
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VALUATION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  PERSONAL  ESTATE,  AND 
TOTAL  CITY  VALUATION  1963  TO  FY  1982 


Year 

Real  Estate 

Personal 

Estate 

Total 

Valuation 

1963  . 

$1,309,853,500 

$135,146,500 

$1,445,000,000 

1964  . 

1,324,321,400 

135,678,600 

1,460,000,000 

1965 

1,352,183,900 

137,816,100 

1,490,000,000 

1966  . 

1,368,025,100 

139,470,400 

1,507,495,500 

1967  . 

1,388,042,700 

142,668,000 

1,530,710,700 

1968  . 

1,424,259,300 

148,048,700 

1,572,308,000 

1969  . 

1,446,731,800 

152,268,200 

1,599,000,000 

1970  . 

1,459,918,600 

157,081,400 

<?,6 17, 000,000 

1971 . 

1,502,310,000 

179,190,000 

1,681,000,000 

1972  . 

1,531,861,800 

183,838,200 

1,715,700,005 

1973  . 

1,534,706,700 

207,493,300 

1,742,200,000 

1974  (lst6  mos.)  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

FY1975*  .  .  .  . 

1,556,891,700 

227,308,300 

1,784,200,000 

FY  1976  .... 

1,549,461,400 

244,011,600 

1,793,473,000 

FY  1977  .... 

1,518,212,000 

246,788,000 

1,765,000,000 

FY  1978  .... 

1,498,038,800 

246,961,200 

1,745,000,000 

FY  1979  .... 

1,481,346,400 

243,653,600 

1,725,000,000 

FY  1980  .... 

1,494,316,500 

243,683,500 

1,738,000,000 

FY  1981  .... 

1,636,587,000 

265,413,000 

1,902,000,000 

FY  1982  .... 

1,635,769,200 

272,932,300 

1,908,701,500 

•Valuation  on  January  1,  1974  was  used  to  compute  the  tax  rate  for  Fiscal  1975,  period  beginning 
July  1,  1974  and  ending  June  30,  1975. 

Valuation  on  January  1  of  each  year  is  used  to  compute  subsequent  fiscal  year  tax  rates. 
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LAND  AND  BUILDING  VALUATION  (TAXABLE) 
CITY  OF  BOSTON 
1960  —  FY  1982 


YEAR 

Taxable  Real  Estate 

Tax 

Rate 

Total  Value 
Taxable 

Land 

Value 

Building 

Value 

FY1982  . 

$433,105,200 

$1,202,664,000 

$230 

90 

$1,635,769,200 

FY1981 . 

440,857,700 

1,195,729,300 

272 

70 

1,636,587,000 

FY1980  . 

414,818,200 

1,079,498,300 

252 

90 

1,494,316,500 

FY1979  . 

416,261,100 

1,065,085,300 

252 

90 

1,481,346,400 

FY1978  . 

421,629,700 

1,076,409,100 

252 

90 

1,498,038,800 

FY1977  . 

427,017,700 

1,091,194,300 

252 

90 

1,518,212,000 

FY1976  . 

442,618,500 

1,106,842,900 

196 

70 

1,549,461,400 

FY1975  . 

•^9,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

196 

70 

1,556,891,700 

1974 . 

449,510,600 

1,107,381,100 

*98 

40 

1,556,891,700 

1973 . 

454,375,600 

1,080,331,100 

196 

70 

1,534,706,700 

1972 . 

460,748,300 

1,071,113,500 

196 

70 

1,531,861,800 

1971 . 

455,190,200 

1,047,119,800 

174 

70 

1,502,310,000 

1970 . 

448,760,700 

1,011,157,900 

156 

80 

1,459,918,600 

1969 . 

445,084,500 

1,001,647,300 

144 

40 

1,446,731,800 

1968 . 

448,110,500 

1,001,647,300 

129 

20 

1,424,259,300 

1967 . 

443,907,300 

944,135,400 

117 

80 

1,388,042,700 

1966 . 

449,650,400 

918,374,700 

101 

00 

1,368,025,100 

1965 . 

452,534,300 

899,649,600 

115 

40 

1,352,183,900 

1964 . 

450,954,500 

873,366,900 

99 

80 

1,324,321,400 

1963 . 

449,427,300 

860,426,300 

96 

00 

1,309,853,500 

1962 . 

465,772,100 

857,005,100 

99 

80 

1,322,777,200 

1961 . 

475,844,300 

861,409,700 

100 

90 

1,337,254,000 

1960 . 

479,889,000 

856,843,600 

100 

70 

1,336,732,600 

*Tax  Rate  for  period  January  1,  1974-June  30,  1974. 
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VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  LAND  AND  BUILDINGS,  BY  WARDS 

FY  1981 


Ward 

Area 

Land 

Value 

Buildings 

Value 

Total 

Value 

1 . 

37,640,227 

$19,255,300 

$36,757,000 

$56,012,300 

2 . 

13,339,647 

10,991,400 

21,535,300 

32,526,700 

3 . 

14,113,776 

146,271,000 

280,771,800 

427,042,800 

4 . . . 

6,074,041 

27,295,500 

107,029,800 

134,325,300- 

5 . 

11,169,586 

56,930,600 

146,205,900 

203,136,500 

6 . 

27,111,624 

28,384,700 

93,333,200 

12f,717,900 

7 . 

17,689,987 

10,276,200 

20,518,200 

30,794,400 

8 . 

12,962,199 

8,181,000 

16,630,100 

24,811,100 

9 . 

3,533,741 

5,254,500 

5,443,500 

10,698,000 

10 . 

8,417,364 

3,790,400 

11,443,100 

15,233,500 

11 . 

16,352,952 

5,317,500 

15,412,700 

20,730,200 

12 . 

12,391,797 

5,360,900 

12,094,500 

17,455,400 

13 . 

16,412,201 

7,090,000 

22,529,900 

29,619,900 

14 . 

23,130,535 

7,775,900 

21,395,300 

29,171,200 

15 . 

14,336,532 

4,603,900 

14,288,000 

18,891,900 

16 . 

35,696,649 

10,630,900 

41,056,900 

51,687,800 

17 . 

27,060,232 

8,264,100 

23,293,200 

31,557,300 

18 . 

108,622,848 

16,482,000 

76,901,600 

93,383,600 

19 . 

33,780,792 

8,768,800 

28,542,800 

37,311,600 

20 . 

92,877,786 

16,166,100 

74,728,000 

90,894,100 

21 . 

18,813,438 

19,547,600 

67,206,100 

86,753,700 

22 . 

40,024,701 

14,219,400 

58,612,400 

72,831,800 

Totals . . 

591,582,655 

$440,857,700 

$1,195,729,300 

$1,636,587,000 
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VALUATION  OF  TAXABLE  LAND  AND  BUILDINGS,  BY  WARDS 

FY  1982 


Ward 

Area 

Land 

Value 

Buildings 

Value 

Total 

Value 

1 . 

37,292,802 

$18,429,200 

$36,690,900 

$55,120,000 

2 . 

13,288,796 

10,744,700 

20,802,100 

31,546,800 

3 . 

15,937,520 

143,868,200 

283,512,300 

427,380,500 

4 . 

5,940,722 

26,391,800 

110,297,500 

136,689,300 

5 . 

11,144,848 

56,304,800 

151,124,900 

207,429,700 

6 . 

27,089,283 

27,526,600 

92,169,600 

119,696,200 

7 . 

17,689,955 

10,279,700 

20,099,800 

30,379,500 

8 . 

12,973,428 

8,064,200 

15,733,800 

23,798,000 

9 . 

3,497,697 

4,836,700 

5,314,200 

10,150,900 

10 . 

8,218,471 

3,668,900 

10,899,800 

14,568,700 

11 . 

16,096,307 

5,193,800 

15,022,000 

20,215,800 

12 . 

12,295,585 

5,282,700 

11,783,600 

17,066,300 

13 . 

16,370,857 

7,047,000 

22,435,200 

29,482,200 

14 . 

22,844,683 

7,587,800 

20,815,500 

28,403,300 

15 . 

14,331,155 

4,547,700 

14,069,600 

18,617,300 

16 . 

35,572,607 

10,675,100 

41,329,700 

52,004,800 

17 . 

26,866,939 

8,087,900 

23,073,700 

31,161,600 

18 . 

108,518,576 

16,393,200 

76,367,400 

92,760,600 

19 . 

33,802,632 

8,483,400 

30,347,000 

38,830,400 

20 . 

93,098,564 

16,410,300 

75,247,300 

91,657,600 

21 . 

18,664,028 

19,226,900 

66,121,400 

85,348,300 

22 . 

40,016,221 

14,054,600 

59,406,800 

73,461,400 

Totals . . 

591,551,676 

$433,105,200 

$1,202,664,000 

$1,635,769,200 

Assessing  Department 
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VALUATION  OF  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
January  1,  1980 
(For  FY  1981) 


Value  of  Land  . . . 
Value  of  buildings 


$440,857,700 

1,195,729,300 


Total  value  of  real  estate .  $  1 ,636,587,000 

Total  value  of  personal  estate .  265,413,000 


Total  Valuation  .  $1,902,000,000 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Real  Estate .  910,200 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  75  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Personal  Estate .  263,700 


The  total  taxable  valuation  of  the  city  upon  which  taxes  were 
assessed  for  the  fiscal  year  1981 — when  all  assessments 
weremade,was .  $1,903,173,900 


VALUATION  OF  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
January  1,  1981 
(For  FY  1982) 


Value  of  Land  . . . 
Value  of  buildings 


$433,105,200 

1,202,664,000 


Total  value  of  real  estate .  $1,635,769,200 

Total  value  of  personal  estate .  272,932,300 


Total  Valuation  .  $1,908,701,500 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  76  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Real  Estate .  Not  Available* 

Assessments  under  the  provisions  of  ss.  75  and  75  of  chapter 

59,  G.  L.,  Personal  Estate .  Not  Available* 


The  total  taxable  valuation  of  the  city  upon  which  taxes  were 
assessed  for  the  fiscal  year  1982 — when  all  assessments 
weremade,  was .  $1,908,701,500* 


*Does  not  include  omitted  assessments  as  provided  by  G.  L.  c.  59,  ss.  75  and  76. 


VALUATION  BY  WARD 
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TAX  RATE  COMPUTATION 

Appropriations 


FY  1980 

FY  1981 

FY  1982 

City  Budget . 

$322,455,502 

$355,574,751 

$285,836,340 

County  Budget . 

13,193,924 

14,132,394 

11,279,058 

School  Budget . 

195,376,995 

210,320,920 

210,534,097 

Debt  and  Interest . 

76,491,035 

90,161,145 

85,146,836 

Pensions . 

72,618,233 

76,295,154 

83,442,586 

State  Assessments: 

MBTA . 

31,004,962 

41,211,568 

43,449,386 

MDC  . 

4,430,009 

4,371,790 

4,175,879 

Other  State  Charges . 

1,607,104 

1,895,229 

2,111,723 

Overlay  Deficit . 

15,587,940 

22,661,580 

55,170,219 

Other  Deficit . 

18,270,000 

25,000,000 

29,279,433 

Tax  Title  . 

1,200,000 

1,200,000 

Court  Judgment . 

Other . 

400,000 

__ 

2,217,982 

Total  Amount  To  Be  Raised . 

$751,435,704 

$842,824,531 

$813,843,539 

Revenue 


Departmental  Revenues: 

Health  and  Hospitals . 

$63,628,185 

36,614,143 

9,125,006 

3,079,261 

189,654,054 

10,663,199 

21,999,754 

2,000,000 

$75,096,616 

31,622,821 

7,196,939 

1,868,872 

194,272,984 

14,939,154 

21,854,093 

2,000,000 

$87,000,730 

39,739,492 

14,000,000 

648,662 

228,206,705 

5,000,000 

21,950,000 

718,970 

City . *. . 

County . 

School . 

State  Aid . 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes . 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing . 

Parking  Meter  Fees . 

Other . 

Total  Estimated  Revenue . 

$336,763,602 

$348,851,479 

$397,264,559 

Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax  Levy  . 
Less  Overlay  Reserve  For  Abatements . 

Net  Tax  Levy . 

$439,540,200 

24,868,098 

$518,675,400 

24,702,348 

$440,719,176 

24,140,196 

$414,672,102 

$493,973,052 

$416,578,980 

Tax  Rate  . 

$252.90 

$272.70 

$230.90 

Assessing  Department 
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DIVISION  OF  TAX  RATE 


FT  1980 

FY  1981 

FY  1982 

GENERAL  TAX  RATE . 

$178  52 

74  38 

$196  33 

$140  10 

SCHOOL  TAX  RATE . 

76  37 

90  80 

TOTAL  TAX  RATE . 

$252  90 

$272  70 

$230  90 

EQUALIZED  VALUATION* 
CITY  OF  BOSTON 


1972  .  $2,100,000,000  00 

1974  .  2,600,000,000  00 

1976  .  3,600,000,000  00 

1978  .  3,831,000,000  00 

1980  .  5,239,000,000  00 


*Established  by  Commissioner  of  Revenue  pursuant  to  G.L.  c.  58  s.  IOC. 


TAXES  ON  PROPERTY  —  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAX  RATE 


34  City  Document  No.  3 


Assessing  Department 


35 


VALUE  OF  EXEMPT  PROPERTY 


1960  —  FY  1982 


Year 

Total 

Value 

Exempt 

FY  1982 

$2,690,883,300 

FY  1981 

2,658,130,000 

FY  1980 

2,622,206,700 

FY  1979 

2,613,036,100 

FY  1978 

1,209,932,742 

FY  1977 

2,476,099,000 

FY  1976 

2,373,294,500 

FY  1975 

2,272,135,700 

1974 

2,272,135,700 

1973 

2,165,178,200 

1972 

1,934,462,000 

1971 

1,836,728,000 

1970 

1,724,695,200 

1969 

1,561,877,000 

1968 

1,267,527,300 

1967 

1,198,430,300 

1966 

1,117,719,200 

1965 

1,054,195,000 

1964 

989,719,500 

1963 

966,890,000 

1962 

917,016,000 

1961 

889,940,600 

1960 

876,462,800 
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AGGREGATE  OF  EXEMPT  VALUATIONS 
By  Class  of  Exemption 
FY  1979  —  FY  1982 


Class 

FY  1979 

FY  1980 

FY  1981 

United  States  of  America . 

$100,682,500 

$102,042,800 

$104,838,300 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts . 

326,956,500 

662,120,200 

673,654,600 

City  of  Boston . 

1,186,909,800 

1,2090,252,300 

1,228,831,600 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  and  Religious 

Organizations  . 

66,231,900 

66,274,200 

67,049,400 

All  Others  (includes  literary,  charitable 
benevolent  institutions,  and  all  other 

exempt  property  not  separately  listed) . 

932,255,400 

582,517,200 

583,756,100 

Totals . 

$2,613,036,100 

$2,622,206,700 

$2,658,130,000 

EXEMPT  PROPERTY  BY  WARD  —  FY  1981 


Assessing  Department 
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EXEMPT  REAL  ESTATE  BY  WARD,  FY  1982 


Ward 

Items 

Fiscal  1982 

Total  Value 

Net  Gain 
or  Loss 

1 . 

372 

$272,470,800 

Gain 

$362,400 

2 . 

462 

90,698,100 

Gain 

231,900 

3 . 

748 

532,631,500 

Gain 

7,655,800 

4 . 

440 

518,178,400 

Gain 

8,697,300 

5 . 

439 

224,224,200 

Gain 

104,900 

6 . 

301 

81,212,800 

Loss 

129,900 

7 . 

175 

25,483,800 

Loss 

32,600 

8 . 

631 

79,499,600 

Loss 

68,800 

9 . 

928 

57,591,300 

Gain 

140,000 

10 . 

313 

85,105,400 

Gain 

1,280,600 

11 . 

566 

38,279,300 

Gain 

348,500 

12 . 

394 

44,878,500 

Gain 

227,400 

13 . 

493 

133,841,900 

Gain 

37,200 

14 . 

551 

39,227,400 

Gain 

440,700 

15 . 

129 

11,254,200 

Gain 

1,236,100 

16 . 

231 

41,262,200 

Gain 

182,500 

17 . 

242 

13,350,500 

Gain 

144,200 

18 . 

650 

44,345,100 

Gain 

913,800 

19 . 

417 

82,978,800 

Loss 

59,100 

20 . 

571 

65,878,500 

Gain 

1,301,600 

21 . 

189 

117,805,200 

Gain 

9,750,200 

22 . 

168 

90,685,800 

Loss 

21,400 

TOTAL . 

9,410 

$2,690,883,300 

Gain 

$32,753,300 

ASSESSORS  LIST  OF  EXEMPT  PROPERTY  BY  CLAUSE  —  FY  1981 
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PERSONAL  EXEMPTIONS 
G.L.  c.  59,  s.  5 
FY  1982* 


Clause  and 

DESCRIPTION 

Value  Abated 

Tax  Abated 

Items 

Clause  17 

Surviving  Spouse 
and  Child 

$3,072,800 

$709,509  52 

1,558 

Clause  22 

Veteran 

8,692,900 

2,007,190  61 

4,125 

Clause  37 

Blind 

1,109,500 

256,183  55 

243 

Clause  41 

Elderly 

11,514,300 

2,658,651  87 

3,049 

Clause  42  and  43 

Surviving  Spouse/Child 
Police  and  Fire 

125,000 

28,862  50 

22 

Clause  41 A 

Elderly 

Deferral 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

$24,514,500 

$5,660,398  05 

8,997 

*As  of  October  5,  1982 
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REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENT  APPLICATIONS 


Ward  Summary  Totals 


Ward 

FY  1981 

FY  1982 

Number  of 
Applications 

Total 

Valuation 

Number  of 
Applications 

Total 

Valuation 

1 . 

331 

$21,795,700 

186 

$18,813,600 

2 . 

249 

13,861,500 

104 

8,725,400 

3 . 

1,164 

323,575,400 

819 

279,252,900 

4 . 

488 

107,409,700 

395 

102,808,100 

5 . 

1,388 

107,778,200 

903 

85,424,400 

6 . 

452 

91,733,800 

324 

82,851,900 

7 . 

244 

9,976,000 

135 

7,067,900 

8 . 

311 

11,710,300 

245 

8,697,000 

9 . 

200 

3,932,000 

100 

2,253,400 

10 . 

283 

4,590,800 

167 

2,389,300 

11 . 

297 

4,876,200 

164 

2,946,300 

12 . 

303 

4,898,200 

156 

3,788,300 

13 . 

178 

6,169,900 

102 

5,615,200 

14 . 

527 

4,938,500 

249 

2,582,900 

15 . 

251 

4,428,700 

150 

3,411,100 

16 . 

211 

9,287,300 

131 

7,882,500 

17 . 

329 

4,841,700 

153 

3,253,400 

18 . 

471 

25,850,400 

255 

17,737,500 

19 . 

250 

5,470,300 

148 

3,508,700 

20 . 

424 

18,024,800 

188 

13,506^500 

21 . 

662 

44,440,300 

427 

31,670,500 

22 . 

516 

26,074,000 

487 

22,279,600 

Total . 

9,529 

$855,663,700 

5,988 

$716,466,400 
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REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENT  APPLICATIONS 


Valuation  Class 


FY  1981 

FY  1982 

Valuation 

Class 

Number  of 
Applications 

Total 

Valuation 

Number  of 
Applications 

Total 

Valuation 

$3,000  and 
Under 

808 

$1,108,400 

506 

$660,200 

$3,001  — 
5,000 

811 

3,426,400 

427 

1,816,000 

$5,001  — 
$10,000 

2,431 

17,667,500 

1,176 

8,779,900 

$10,001  — 
$20,000 

1,455 

20,888,900 

812 

11,933,900 

$20,001  — 
$50,000 

1,913 

63,398,100 

1,405 

46,836,700 

$50,001  — 
$100,000 

923 

65,762,100 

702 

50,068,300 

Over 

$100,000 

1,188 

683,412,300 

960 

596,371,400 

Total  . . . 

9,529 

$855,663,700 

5,988 

$716,466,400 

Assessing  Department 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 


1958  TO  1981 


Year 

Number  of 
Motor  Vehicles 
Assessed 

Amount  of  Tax 

Tax  Rate 

1958  . 

187,020 

$5,679,550  60 

$60  25 

1959  . 

188,393 

6,223,247  18 

64  13 

1960  . 

198,357 

7,156,025  76 

66  96 

1961 . 

202,515 

7,553,739  78 

66  00 

1962  . 

205,963 

8,104,557  39 

66  00 

1963  . 

207,627 

8,642,967  32 

66  00 

1964  . 

207,462 

8,865,440  05 

66  00 

1965  . 

207,804 

9,453,132  26 

66  00 

1966  . 

207,392 

10,169,753  97 

66  00 

1967  . 

204,984 

10,290,983  95 

66  00 

1968  . 

212,690 

11,041,472  19 

66  00 

1969  . 

209,938 

11,066,712  87 

66  00 

1970  . 

221,776 

12,391,716  31 

66  00 

1971 . 

252,775 

13,400,723  73 

66  00 

1972  . 

241,080 

13,704,685  41 

66  00 

1973  . 

272,554 

15,359,734  21 

66  00 

1974  . 

260,391 

15,731,766  80 

66  00 

1975  . 

261,865 

15,817,076  56 

66  00 

1976  . 

255,610 

15,662,247  26 

66  00 

1977  . 

252,512 

15,389,454  57 

66  00 

1978  . 

243,997 

15,521,778  12 

66  00 

1979  . 

252,888 

18,132,986  35 

66  00 

1980  . 

241,565 

20,012,882  82 

66  00 

1981 . 

261,340 

18,836,856  94 

25  00 
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Special  Assessments 


FY  1981 


Street,  Sewer,  and  Sidewalk  Assessments 


Under  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws  the  following 
amounts  were  added  to  the  tax  list  and  included  in 
warrants  sent  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes: 


Assessment  under  chapter  521,  Acts  of  1902,  for  “Laying  Out 
and  Construction  of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,” 
for  street  construction,  which  were  divided  into  not  more  than 
twenty  equal  parts,  with  interest,  said  interest  being  figured 
thirty  days  from  date  of  commitment . 

Assessment  under  chapter  450,  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by 
chapter  371,  Acts  of  1912,  for  “Laying  Out  and  Construction 
of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,”  for  sewers  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 

Assessment  under  chapter  437,  Acts  of  1893,  as  amended  by 
chapter  269,  Acts  of  1916,  “In  Relation  to  Sidewalks,”  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  . 


$23,688  53 


38,106  36 


11,099  85 


Total 


$72,894  74 


Special  Assessments 

FY  1982 

Street,  Sewer,  and  Sidewalk  Assessments 

Under  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws  the  following 
amounts  were  added  to  the  tax  list  and  included  in 
warrants  sent  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes: 

Assessment  under  chapter  521,  Acts  of  1902,  for  “Laying  Out 
and  Construction  of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,” 
for  street  construction,  which  were  divided  into  not  more  than 
twenty  equal  parts,  with  interest,  said  interest  being  figured 
thirty  days  from  date  of  commitment .  $41,246  56 

Assessment  under  chapter  450,  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by 
chapter  371,  Acts  of  1912,  for  “Laying  Out  and  Construction 
of  Highways  and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,”  for  sewers  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 
ment  .  36,559  87 

Assessment  under  chapter  437,  Acts  of  1893,  as  amended  by 
chapter  269,  Acts  of  1916,  “In  Relation  to  Sidewalks,”  which 
were  divided  into  not  more  than  twenty  parts,  with  interest, 
said  interest  being  figured  thirty  days  from  date  of  commit¬ 


ment .  7,420  01 

Total .  $85,226  44 
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